BRITISH 
BOOK 
NEWS 


A GUIDE TO BOOKS PUBLISHED IN 
THE COMMONWEALTH AND EMPIRE 











CONTENTS 
Reviews: A Selection of Recommended Books 


Educational Publishing in Britain 


James Britton 





166 


JUNE 1954 





PRICE ONE SHILLING 


(OVERSEAS PRICE) 


PUBLISHED FOR 
THE BRITISH COUNCIL 
THE NATIONAL BOOK LEAGUE: LONDON 


pages 303-359 















































Warren Hastings 
KEITH FEILING 


A new long biography, based on Hastings’ own papers 
and his letters, hitherto unpublished, to his most 
intimate friend in India, George Vansittart. 30s. 


Socialist Thought 
Marxism and Anarchism 1850—1890 


G. D. H. COLE 


This work, the second volume of Professor Cole’s 
A History of Socialist Thought, describes the develop- 
ment of Socialism from the period following the defeat 
of the European Revolutions of 1848 to that of the 
emergence of the mainly Marxist Social Democratic 
Parties of the latter years of the nineteenth century. 30s. 


The Fighting Sudanese 


H. C. JACKSON 


This book, by the author of the recently published 
Sudan Days and Ways, is in three parts, each of which 
emphasizes the courage of the Sudanese and their 
loyalty to the British. Much of it is devoted to an 
account of the amazing exploits of the Sudanese in 
the Second World War. With a Foreword by General 
Sir William Platt. 8s. 6d. 


Edward Shanks 
POEMS 1939—1952 


This volume contains poems of the seasons in the 
English countryside, certain satiric verses, and pieces 
written at moments of national catastrophe, heroism 
and deliverance. A number of pieces have appeared 
in volumes now out of print and in national papers 
and magazines. 10s. 6d. 


Macmillan & Co. Ltd. 








———— _St. Martin’s Street, London, W.C.2. 












































THE CHURCH IN 
ENGLAND 
597-1688! 

S. C. CARPENTER, D.D. 


Sometime Dean of Exeter 
and Master of the Temple 


This stimulating volume, in the 
broadest sense, is the record of 
the response of one of the most 
interesting peoples of the world 
to a religion which has always 
been too spiritual for them 
perfectly to comprehend, too 
exacting for them completely to 
obey, yet so humane that the 
English, who are intensely human, 
have never been able either 
wholly to deny or wholly to resist 
its claim to sovereign rule. 
40s. net 


* 


THE STARS 
MY BLANKET 


BERYL MILES 


From an office in Worthing, 
Beryl Miles suddenly found her- 
self on the other side of the world 
on an 8,000 miles trek through 
the desert and outback of 
Australia, It is a story of great 
persona lenterprise and adventure. 
Illustrated 16s. net 


JOHN MURRAY 


DENT 














Greek Drama 
for Everyman 


F. L. Lucas 


“Mr Lucas has done even better, I 
think [than in Greek Poetry for 
Everyman), in this companion volume 
on Greek . - @ great achieve- 
ment. For in this volume we have 
complete translations, and very good 
ones, of two plays by Aeschylus, two 
by Sophocles, two by Euripides, and 
one by Aristophanes, together with 
extracts from plays by these and other 
dramatists. here are lively and 
provocative notes and explanations, 
so that a complete picture of Greek 
drama is put before the reader.” 
—REX WARNER, Spectator. 21s. 





COMING JUNE 17 


Manzoni and 
his Times 
Archibald Colquhoun 


The first biography in English of the 
literary giant who is to Italians what 
Scott, Jane Austen, Dickens, and 
Thackeray rolled into one would be 
to us: by the translator of Manzoni’s 
masterpiece, The Betrothed (I Promessi 
Sposi). Illustrated. 21s. 








Two New Volumes in 
Everyman’s Li brary 
NAPOLEON’S LETTERS 


Some 300 of the most interesting of 
the Emperor’s letters, chosen and 
translated by J. M. Thompson to 
illustrate every side of Napoleon’s 
character ond bis career from Ajaccio 
to St Helena. 6s. 


PERSIAN POEMS 
An anthology, chosen by A. J. 
Arberry, of English translations from 
some twenty-five Persian poets— 
lyrical, mystical, didactic, idyllic, 
epigrammatic, and epic, the versions 
varying in period from the 18th cen- 
tury to the work of Gertrude Bell and 
of Professor Arberry himself. 6s. 


* Send for descriptive list of Every- 
man’s Library (over 500 Authors) t 


‘0 
DENTS, Bedford St, London, W.C.2. 














From the Iliffe list =a 


A selection of recent publications from the extensive range of technical books 


THE MODERN DIESEL: Automotive Oil Engines for Transport, Marine 
and Industrial Use. 








ILIFFE & SONS LTD., 





DORSET HOUSE, 


STAMFORD ST., 





Writers and their Work Series 
No. 50 


W. B. Yeats 
by G. S. FRASER 


This Series on classics and contem- 
poraries—described as ‘‘admirable’’ 
by The Times Literary Supplement— 
achieved its soth monthly issue with 
a distinguished essay by G. S. Fraser: 
a young poet’s assessment of the 
living influence of a great writer. 


The Series is published at 2s. net. 
It may also be had on subscription 
terms, at £1 per annum, post free. 

Published for the British Council 
by 
LONGMANS, GREEN 
& Co. 
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PITMAN + 


Donald H. Smith, M.1.MECH.E. 8}”5}” 12th Edition 256 pp. 

210 illus. 12s. 6d. net 
THE OSCILLOSCOPE AT WORK 

A. Haas and R. W. Hallows, M.A.(CANTAB). M.I1.E.E. 82” « 54” 

172 pp. 15s. net 
PRINCIPLES OF MASS AND FLOW PRODUCTION 

Frank G. Woollard, M.B.E., M.I.MECH.E., M.I.PROD.E., M.S.A.E. 9}” <6” 

196 pp. 102 illus. 25s. net 
HANDBOOK OF INDUSTRIAL ELECTROPLATING 

E. A Ollard, A.R.C.S., F.R.1.C., F.1.M. and E. B. Smith. 2nd Edition. 

832” x 53” 364 pp. 122 illus. . net 
KNOW YOUR CAR: A Simple Explanation of its Mechanism. 7}” » 4}” 

4th Edition. 104pp. 2s. 6d. net 
LAPLACE TRANSFORMS FOR ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 

B. J. Starkey, Dipl. Ing., A.M.1.E.£. 8}” 54” 280 pp. 30s. net 


LONDON, S.£.1 +> 





Pitman 


Photography 
Theory & Practice 
By L. P. Clerc, Hon. F.R.P.S. Edited by 
A. Krasna Krausz. A new edition of the 
greatest of all books on photography. A 
superbly produced volume dealing in detail 
with every aspect of photography. Crown 
4to. Illustrated. 602 pages. 70/- net. 


Pictorial Composition 
By J. K. Popham. A study of the funda- 
mentals of composition in all the forms 
of pictorial art. Fully illustrated with the 
author’s own work together with suggested 
methods for practice. Demy 8vo. 200 
pages. 17/6 net. 


Chess 

By C. H. O’D Alexander. The author's 
brilliant victories over the Russian masters 
at Hastings last year makes this third 
edition of his famous book particularly 
valuable. The examples include some of 
the most notable recent contests. Crown 
8vo. 190 pages. 10/- net. 


Badminton 
By Noel Radford. An ideal guide to this 
widely popular game by an author who has 
won the highest championships in Canada, 
the United States, and England. In 
Pitman’s Games and Recreations Series. 
10/6 net. 


PARKER ST. + 


Crown 8vo. 


W.C.2 
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The immortal 
Tramp 








Newnes publish these 
outstanding general books 
for Summer reading... . 


THE RATTLE OF THE STUMPS 


by W. A. OLDFIELD 


eee in an intimate style, with a wealth of first- 
hand experience, which all who enjoy cricket, 
both actively and as spectators, will appreciate to the 
full. In his foreword Sir Jack Hobbs recalls: ‘* Bert 
Oldfield was the best Australian wicket-keeper of my time; 
an artist in everything he did behind the wicket.” 
With 16 pages of illustrations. 


10s.6d. net (JUST OUT) 


CHAPLIN—THE IMMORTAL TRAMP 


by R. J. MINNEY 


oo CHAPLIN himself said in May 1954, just before 
publication: ‘‘R. J. Minney is a very dear friend of 
mine. He has been a very close friend of the family for years.”’ 


Not a biography but a close-up of the man, his outlook, 
his very complex personality and his artistry. A book 
to be kept as well as read by all who respect Chaplin 
as a genius of our time. 


(FOR JUNE 17 PUBLICATION) 16s. net 


THE ARCHERS OF AMBRIDGE 


by GEOFFREY WEBB and EDWARD J. MASON 


7 is easy to see the spell ‘“‘ The Archers’’ have 
cast over millions of listeners tothe B.B.C. series, 
and why it has become so much part of the daily 
life in the British home. All the well loved characters 
are herein an entirely new 
story which has not been 
broadcast. (FOR JULY 22 
PUBLICATION) 


8s.6d. net 





This illustration shows the 
artist’s rough sketch for 
the attractive all round 
jacket. 
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MEN and BOOKS 


This series of literary biographies, unique in scope 
and treatment, has been acclaimed for its admirable 
introductions to great British writers and their works, 
and for its value to those who have neglected or forgotten 
the authors concerned. 


8 


CHAUCER EDWARD GIBBON 
by D. S. BREWER by MICHAEL JOYCE 


THOMAS HARDY 
by DOUGLAS BROWN JOSEPH CONRAD 


ROBERT BROWNING | by OLIVER WARNER 
by J. M. COHEN 


SIR WALTER RALEGH BERNARD SHAW 


by PHILIP EDWARDS by A. C. WARD 
CHRISTOPHER 
MARLOWE DANIEL DEFOE 





by PHILIP HENDERSON by FRANCIS WATSON 


Each volume is illustrated, and contains bibliography and 
index Each 10s. 6d. net 


The volumes in this series can be bought or inspected at all 
bookshops. 


A descriptive booklet can be obtained on application to the 
publishers. 


8 
LONGMANS 


6&7 CLIFFORD STREET, LONDON W.1 
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EDUCATIONAL PUBLISHING 


IN BRITAIN 
JAMES BRITTON 


A feature of the major educational conferences in this country every 
Easter is that each has its exhibition of school text-books. Now, as I write, 
such an exhibition is in full swing at Margate, a popular holiday resort 
on the Kentish coast. Fifty educational publishers will have contributed to 
the exhibition and some public hall will have been turned into a kind of 
market by their rows of stalls. Most of the two thousand delegates to the 
conference will find time to visit the exhibition. 

The books on the stalls have been selected by the publishers themselves. 
They will make special display of new publications (some eight hundred 
have been produced since last Easter), but many a flourishing veteran text- 
book will be among the thousands of earlier publications on show. There 
will be books for all ages, from the first picture-books (for the ‘pre-reading 
stage’, as the quaint jargon has it) to texts for those studying to take 
university scholarship examinations. Some publishers will provide only for 
Infants’ Schools (for children of five to seven years of age) and Junior 
Schools (seven to eleven years), and others only for Secondary Schools 
(eleven to eighteen years), but most of them will have books to show in 
each category. 

The occasion provides an excellent opportunity for the teacher in search 
of a new text-book. Nevertheless he has a heavy task, in spite of all that 
has been done to help him. If his need is a commonplace one—a text-book 
in a basic subject, a ‘reader’, an anthology—the choice may well be baffling. 
Almost every stall will have something to offer, and at first glance all 
offerings may look alike. Probably the most he can hope for will be to 
arrange with several publishers to have copies of likely-looking books 
sent on to him so that he may consider them thoroughly in order to arrive 
at a final choice. In pre-war days these copies would have been presented 
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as free samples: today they are sent on loan and the term ‘sample copy’ 
has been changed to ‘inspection copy’ to indicate that return, in due course, 
is expected by the publisher. 

A teacher approaching one of these stalls is likely to be greeted, not by a 
stranger, but by an old acquaintance, for the men in charge of the books 
are ‘educational representatives’, people whose regular task it is during the 
rest of the year to visit schools on behalf of the publishers who employ 
them, carrying copies of their new and recent text-books. Some of them 
have been at this work the best part of a lifetime, and will have ‘talked shop’ 
with most of the head masters and head mistresses and a great many of the 
assistant teachers in the schools in their territory. 

When a publisher’s educational representative visits a school he, naturally 
enough, wants to show his books to whoever is responsible for deciding 
what books are to be bought. In many schools this is the head teacher, 
particularly in Infants’ and Junior Schools. In Secondary Schools the 
practice varies: in all Grammar Schools (that is schools for the more 
intelligent or academically-minded children: the top 20 per cent. in the 
selection examination taken by nearly all children at the age of ct gh 

and in many Secondary Modern Schools (schools of unselected entry), i 
is the subject teachers who are responsible for choosing the text-books. In 


these schools the representative will spread out his books in the staff 


common-room or some other convenient corner and wait upon the various 
teachers interested. 

Once again, it is customary for teachers who see a book that appeals to 
them to have an inspection copy sent to them: the representative lists their 
requirements and a good call may provide him with a dozen requests for 
such copies. The list goes back to the publisher, whose educational depart- 
ment spends a good deal of time despatching individual books direct to 
individual teachers. Moreover, since teachers are encouraged to write in 
their requests at any time (often after seeing an advertisement in the educa- 
tional periodicals, or a review) every day throughout the school year will 
bring in some demand for inspection copies. 

These, then, are the principal means by which teachers discover what 
books are to be had: by book exhibitions, visits of educational representatives, 
and by the system of ‘inspection copies’. It seemed worth while to set them 
out fully since they constitute that close and direct contact between publisher 
and prospective customer which is a feature of the text-book trade. By its 
means not only do teachers gain information, but a publisher on his part 
is able to learn the general and individual needs of teachers. 

No such direct liaison exists between publisher and customer in the 
non-educational, or general, book-trade. There it is the task of the book- 
seller to deal with individual customers: to tempt sales by stocking and 
displaying the kinds of books his customers are likely to buy. 
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In the educational book-trade, however (as in the general book-trade), 
the publisher does not sell direct to the purchaser. Exhibitions and represen- 
tatives’ visits are not for the purpose of selling books, but of providing 
the information by which they may later be bought. When a school requires 
books, the order, after passing through the necessary administrative channels, 
arrives at a bookseller or educational contractor. He supplies the books, 
usually buying them from the publisher for that purpose, though sometimes, 
in the case of the larger contractors, drawing upon stocks he already holds. 

What are the finances of these transactions? The money comes eventually 
from the public purse*, for in the schools providing free education books 
are also provided without charge to the parents. There is, of course, a limit 
upon what a school may spend, and this takes the form of a ‘capitation 
allowance’, a fixed allowance of so much money per child per annum to 
be spent on books. The figure varies according to the grade of school 
(Infants’, Junior, Secondary Modern, Grammar or Technical School) but 
it also varies very greatly from area to area, because the scales are decided 
upon by the Education Committees of the County Councils, or Corporations 
of the larger cities. (The ‘state’ schools belong to these “Local Education 
Authorities’, of which there are 146 in England and Wales alone.) These 
committees obviously hold very different opinions either as to the value 
of text-books or as to the value of education. Figures just published (relating 
to the year 1952-3) show, for example, that one county spent on books 
during the year an average of 12s.11d. per head for all the children in its 
schools: whereas another county spent only 2s.8d. per child. 

The so-called ‘published price’ of a text-book is fixed by the publisher in 
such a way that the sale of his complete edition at roughly two thirds of 
this price would bring him a reasonable profit. The remaining third 
represents the discount allowed to the contractor or bookseller. But the 
contractor will often pass on a proportion of this discount to his customer, 
in order to secure, and retain in competition with his rivals, contracts 
with the larger or more generous administrative authorities. In such cases 
nobody, in fact, pays the published price for the book. 

Here then is a major point of difference between the text-book and the 
general book—a point however not unconnected with the difference we 
have already discussed. With general books the published price (‘net price’) 
is something sacrosanct. A bookseller in Britain undertakes never to charge 
less than the published price of such a book (except in certain rare and 
clearly defined circumstances): if he fails in his undertaking he is in danger 
of losing his ‘recognition’ as a bookseller: and if he loses this, publishers 
will not supply him. 





* In privately-owned or endowed schools this is, of course, not the case. Since such schools 
represent a minor proportion of a publisher’s business they have been omitted from this brief 
account. 
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The two price-systems obviously need to be differentiated: books of 
the general kind upon which a bookseller cannot give discount are called 
‘net books’: those in the educational category, ‘non-net books’. Perverse as 
it may seem at first sight, the discount allowed by a publisher on net books 
is greater than that he allows on non-net books, and the reason for this will 
explain also how this financial distinction arises from the general differences 
we referred to earlier. 

Whereas the general book-trade has distinct wholesale and retail stages, 
the text-book trade bears something of the nature of wholesale trade in 
all its stages. The traffic with individual copies of text-books that goes on 
between publishers and teachers in the manner we described in our opening 
paragraphs is by way of being a preliminary to bulk buying: for the typical 
text-book is required in sets, a copy for each child in the class, and not in 
single copies. The bookseller or contractor normally comes in when this 
preliminary phase has been completed, and it remains for him simply to 
purvey the copies ordered. Contrast this with the services rendered by a 
bookseller in handling individual copies of net books. A publisher realises 
that if he wants booksellers to stock, display, recommend and sell single 
copies to individual customers, he must allow the larger discount attaching 
to net books. On the other hand, if the publisher is out to sell in class sets, 
he will need to watch every penny on the price, and it will pay him to 
dispense with the retail distributing services of the bookseller and allow only 
the lower rate of discount applicable to non-net books. 

It is time we considered the books themselves. In the long run the choice 
of text-books to be found on the market depends upon the teachers. It is 
the teachers who decide what books they will buy: there is no voice of 
authority telling them, “This is a good book—use it’ or, “This is a bad book 
—you cannot have it’. As a general rule, therefore, the publisher is out to 
please the teachers, bases his policy and his planning upon his forecast of 
what they will like. He is guided in doing this by reports from his educa- 
tional representatives as they go round the schools, and by anything he 
can learn by keeping his own ear to the ground in every way possible. 

Unless by some miracle it were true of teachers that the ‘average’ was 
equivalent to the ‘best’, this arrangement has its obvious dangers. It makes 
no allowance for the prophet, the ‘voice crying in the wilderness’. It would 
appear, in other words, that the text-book must always lag behind in 
educational progress, can never be in the van. 

In fact text-books are from time to time published which represent the 
views of an enlightened minority. They rarely make money, but—perhaps 
over a period of years—they pave a way. 

This means to say that not all educational publishers are out for the best- 
sellers all the time. Some are willing on occasion to take on what seems to 
them a sound book although it cannot expect large sales, and there are 
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several reasons why they should do this. In the first place a far-sighted 
publisher realises that change in text-book requirements must come, and he 
keeps a lively eye open in those directions from which he thinks it may 
appear. Good influences are at work in education, though they may move 
slowly and erratically. Some publishers make it their business to be in 
touch with educational thought—theory and experiment—as closely as 
they can; they follow up ideas in the press, attend conferences, join societies, 
confer with inspectors and professors, and even read books! 

Pioneer text-books acquired in this way may not only pave the way for 
better teaching in the schools, but sometimes also stake some kind of a 
claim for their publisher in the developing field—create a connection in 
the minds both of prospective buyers and of potential authors, an important 
consideration. On the other hand, ideas and ideals are infectious things and 
a genuine concern for education will also (when circumstances are favour- 
able) play some part in determining a publisher’s action. 

The most profitable text-books, however, are obviously those which 
expertly cover some stereotyped part of the normal curriculum. No factor 
has been more advantageous to the publisher in stereotyping teaching than 
the public examination system. Freedom to choose text-books for the parts 
of the curriculum dictated by the needs of these examinations has often 
meant in practice freedom to choose one of a variety of text-books so 
similar in content as to beggar discrimination. Until 1950, regulations for 
the public examination taken at about the age of sixteen (by most children 
still at school at that age) were such that some subjects had to be taken by all 
candidates and others had to be combined in accordance with prescribed 
groupings. The content of the average school-child’s syllabus at this stage 
was thus fairly clearly defined, and publisher and text-book author had to 
waste little time in making their own selection. In 1950 a new examination, 
for a ‘General Certificate in Education’, replaced the older “School 
Certificate’ examination, and this allows a much greater freedom in the 
choice of subjects: progress in education, but a harder task for the publisher. 

Other recent changes have affected the publisher’s task. The 1944 Education 
Act brought into being a vast number of new secondary schools (the 
Secondary Modern Schools), with the opportunity to experiment in 
providing four-year courses on novel lines, untrammelled by examination 
requirements. Many of these experiments have shown a movement towards 
a more practical, a less ‘bookish’, kind of secondary education. Class- 
teaching and class text-books give place to individual and group activities, 
work in which every child’s contribution may take him to some different 
source of reference. It is easy to see how, in such circumstances, the phrase, 
‘the flight from the text-book’ came to be coined. Publishers who believe the 
change is a genuine one of educational policy and practice have turned their 
attention to the problem of providing smaller editions of a greater number 
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of titles—and these not text-books in the strictest sense: a problem which 
may well resolve itself finally into that of finding the best means of cheapen- 
ing production. 

Let us end with the book where the book begins—with the author. 
Most school books are written by school teachers. Royalties paid to them 
rarely make their salaries under the teachers’ scales look silly, but are 
frequently a substantial means of supplementing them. One outcome of 
the free trade in text-books is that any aspirant, whoever he may be, can 
try his hand at writing with a fair chance of succeeding on his merits. 
There have been plenty of cases of young teachers of two and three years’ 
experience putting something of their unjaded enthusiasm into typescript 
and providing successful publishing ventures. 

There have, on the other hand, been far more cases of men and women 
whose success as teachers—sometimes fancied and sometimes real—has led 
them to turn lesson notes into would-be text-books and go in vain the 
round of the publishers before coming to realise that what so exactly fitted 
their own needs was unlikely to do the same for any other teacher. It is 
probably true to say that most authors whose text-books find publication 
enter into collaboration with their publishers long before the first draft is 
complete in typescript. Publishers have their ‘policies’, which means some- 
times no more than that they have an eye to the more obvious gaps in their 
lists, and sometimes that they hold strong and well-informed convictions 
as to the needs of the schools at the moment, the activities of their rivals in 
the field, and, above all, the detailed needs of that part of the teaching 
population which, for one reason or another, looks particularly in their 
direction to have their text-book wants supplied. A policy of this kind 
plays its part in ‘tailoring’ a text-book, and can the less easily make use of a 
ready-written manuscript. 

If we have reached policy level, it is a peak upon which to rest! Surveying 
the scene, we must warn readers that it is as rich and diversified and intriguing 
a landscape as these brief guide-book notes have been simple and scanty. 


British text-books for schools, which are very numerous in all subjects, are not reviewed in 
British Book News, but they are listed, as they appear, in the British National Bibliography (weekly: 
British Museum, London, W.C.1), and they are reviewed and advertised in The Times Educational 
Supplement, Journal of Education, The Teachers’ World, The Schoolmaster, English Language Teaching, 
Oversea Education, and other periodicals, and catalogues may be obtained post free from the 
publishers who advertise in these periodicals. Information may be obtained from the nearest 
British Council office. 


Mr. Britton was until recently Educational Editor to John Murray Ltd. the well-known 
publishers. He is at present lecturing at the Birmingham College of Art, and returns to London 
shortly as a Senior Lecturer in the University of London (Institute of Education). He has written 
and edited a number of text-books, and lectured, broadcast and written extensively on modern 
poetry, linguistics, and educational questions. 
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THE BOOKS REVIEWED in the following pages have been selected for their 
merit with the collaboration of: 
Aslib (Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux) 
British Council Medical Library 
British Drama League 
British Library of Political and Economic Science (London School of Economics) 
Commonwealth National Library (Canberra, Australia) 
Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (University of London) 
Library Association 
National Library Service (Wellington, New Zealand) 
Public Library of Toronto (Canada) 
Royal Empire Society 
Royal Geographical Society 
Royal Institute of British Architects 
Royal Institute of International Affairs 
Royal United Service Institution 
South African Public Library (Cape Town, South Africa) 
Victoria and Albert Museum 
and many individual specialists. 


THE CLASSIFICATION follows the Standard (15th) Edition, revised, of the Dewey 
Decimal Classification, and the Dewey number is given in brackets at the end of 
each entry. In the Literature Section an A after the Dewey number indicates Australia, 
C Canada, NZ New Zealand and SA South Africa. 


THE PRICES QUOTED in this list are subject to alteration. All publishers are 
London firms except where otherwise stated. 


ORDERS FOR BOOKS should be placed with a local bookseller or (if this is not 
feasible) may be sent, with a remittance, addressed to the National Book League, 
7 Albemarle Street, London, W.1, who will forward them to a bookseller in Britain. 


UNESCO BOOK COUPONS can be used for the purchase of British books and 
periodicals in many countries in which there are currency difficulties. 


INFORMATION ABOUT BOOKS (and periodicals) on all subjects, and biblio- 
graphical guidance, may be obtained by overseas readers from the nearest office of the 
British Council (which maintains libraries in most countries) and whenever necessary 
such enquiries will be referred to the appropriate department of the Council in London, 
which is in consultation with the foremost British authorities in all fields of knowledge. 
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REVIEWS 


A SELECTION OF RECOMMENDED BOOKS 
* New periodicals of note are also included 





GENERAL WORKS 
Bibliographies 
THE BRITISH NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY. ANNUAL 
VOLUME, 1953. A subject list of the new British books published in 1953. 
based upon the books deposited at the Copyright Office of the British Museum 
and classified according to the Dewey Decimal Classification with a full author, 
title and subject index. Edited by A. J. Wells. British National Bibliography, 160s. 
1954. 284 cm. 1,004 pages. 
The fourth annual cumulative volume of this outstanding reference work on books 
published in Britain is an essential bibliographical tool for librarians, bibliographers, 
booksellers and publishers. Full and accurate details of over 16,300 books, completely 
catalogued and systematically classified by expert bibliographers, are supplemented 
by an admirable and comprehensive author, title and subject index covering nearly 
three hundred pages. The fact that the user can find gathered together in one place 
reference, for example, to no less than twenty-seven books on cameras and camera 
accessories, sixteen on pigs and pig-keeping and fourteen on French poetry indicates 
how easy it is, with the aid of the subject index, to examine the year’s output of 
books on any specific subject. (015-42) 


WHITAKER’S CUMULATIVE BOOK LIST. PART CXVIII, 
January to December, 1953. Whitaker, 27s.6d. 1954. 244 cm. $12 pages. 


A well established annual index of books published in the United Kingdom. It is 
divided into two sections, the first providing a classified list in which the books are 
arranged in author-alphabetical order in each of a series of fifty broad subjects. In 
the second section all the books are arranged in one alphabetical list of authors and 
titles. The details given under each author and title include size, number of pages, 
and illustrations, price, date of publication and publisher. A list of British publishers and 
statistics of book production in Britain in 1953 are also included. (015-42) 


ROAD RESEARCH. Index of Publications of the Road Research Laboratory 
January 1933-June 1953. Revised. Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research: Road Research Laboratory. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.9d. 1954. 
21 cm. 46 pages. Index. Paper covers. 

This publication lists the Road Research Laboratory’s Technical Papers, Bulletins, 

Special Reports, Wartime Road Notes, Road Notes, Road Abstracts, and other 

H.M.S.O. publications on relevant subjects. The information includes brief summaries 

of the contents of most of the material and a subject index of all publications. 

(016-6257) 

Journalism 

THE FLEET STREET ANNUAL, 1954. Edited by Harold Herd. 25th issue. 
Fleet Publications, 8s.6d. cloth; 6s. paper covers. 1954. 224. cm. 144 pages. 

The annual includes many important items of historical and topical interest for all 

journalists. Among its contents may be mentioned: Twenty-five Years of Tremendous 
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Change in Journalism; The Year in Journalism; Press Council Set Up; Critics of the 
Press; Publication Changes in 1953; The Year’s Work of the Newspaper Organisa- 
tions; Obituary; The Journalist’s Calendar; Literary and Journalistic Societies and 
Clubs. The Literary Market section includes the following headings: What Editors 
Want; Where to Sell Your Work; Writing for the Radio; Competitions for the 
Writer; Press Cutting Agencies; Literary Syndicates and Newspaper Services; 
Sources of Information. (070-58) 


Iuminated Manuscripts 


THE MINIATURES IN ‘THE GOSPELS OF ST. AUGUSTINE’: 
Corpus Christi College MS. 286. Francis Wormald. Cambridge University Press, 
70S. 19$4. 314 cm. 30 pages. 19 plates (2 in colour). Notes on the Plates. 


The essay preceding the plates is an expanded version of a lecture given by Professor 
Wormald, as Sandars Reader in Bibliography, in the University of Cambridge in 
1948. He discusses the history and decoration of a copy of the Gospels, written 
in Italy in the sixth century A.D., which is now one of the treasures of Corpus 
Christi College, Cambridge, and one of the oldest books extant in the British Isles. 
The miniatures show scenes from the life of Christ and portraits of the four 
evangelists with their symbols, a scheme of illustration which Professor Wormald 
discusses with great learning and in relation to late antique art and to other manu- 
scripts of the early Middle Ages. The author is Professor of Palacography in London 
University and a noted expert in his field. (096) 


PHILOSOPHY [AND PSYCHOLOGY] 


LOVE, POWER, AND JUSTICE. Ontological Analyses and Ethical 
Applications. Paul Tillich. Oxford University Press, 10s.6d. 1954. 20} cm. 
136 pages. Index. 


The reputation of the theologian Paul Tillich increases year by year. Although we 
are not accustomed to associating sustained metaphysical thinking with Protestant 
theologians, Tillich shows complete mastery in this sphere. In this volume, in 
relating the concepts of Love, Power and Justice to the realities for which they stand, 
he shows that an apparently abstract approach can throw valuable light on everyday 
experience. Above all he demonstrates how an analysis of such experience proves 
that ‘an awareness of finitude presupposes a place above finitude 2 which the 
finite is seen as finite’. (111) 


THE ABILITIES OF BABIES. A Study in Mental Measurement. Ruth 
Griffiths. University of London Press, 20s. 1954. 22 cm. 230 pages. 23 photographs. 
18 figures. 9 tables. Bibliography. Index. 


Dr. Griffiths, a British child psychologist of long practical experience, here reports 
a piece of original work which is likely to have great influence. The book describes 
her new scales for assessing the behaviour and developments of infants from one to 
twenty-four months; they cover, more thoroughly than previous scales, different 
aspects of development and allow advancement and retardation in particular 
directions to be identified. Careful standardisation has been carried out. The book 
will be of special interest to child psychologists and paediatricians, but parents and 
teachers of young children will also find much fascinating material in it. (136-71) 


311 








ALFRED NORTH WHITEHEAD. An Anthology selected by F. S. C. 
Northrop and Mason W. Gross. Introductions and a Note on Whitehead’s 
Terminology by Mason W. Gross. Cambridge University Press, 75s. 1954. 214 cm. 
928 pages. 

The position of Whitehead as one of the formative minds of the present century is 

now firmly established. He is referred to with respect in every book on modern 

thought. But how much is he read? The present volume will show that a writer 
often reputed to be obscure and unreadable grew steadily in stature, maturity and 
lucidity until with Adventures of Ideas he wrote a literary as well as a philosophical 
masterpiece. Here we have papers never before reprinted, as well as long extracts 
from all the important books. A brief introduction to each section is supplied. (192) 


PAUL VALERY AND THE CIVILISED MIND. Norman Suckling. 
Oxford University Press for the University of Durham, 25s. 1954. 22 cm. 298 pages. 
Bibliography. Indexes. 

This is a very serious study of Valéry as representative of the civilised mind, i.e. 

‘conscious of the biological irrelevance of spiritual values and therefore saved from the 

error of adducing ‘nature’ as an authoritative voice in the conduct of human 

destinies’. Valéry’s debt to Mallarmé and Poe, his views on Leonardo da Vinci, 

Pascal, Descartes, Goethe and Bergson are discussed. The work so bristles with 

quotations and footnotes that it becomes a symposium of contemporary criticism. 

As such it will prove useful to all students of the subject, although it is impossible to 

agree with all the author’s conclusions. (194) 


RELIGION 


THE OLD TESTAMENT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT. R. V. G. 
Tasker. 2nd edition, revised. S.C.M. Press, 6s. 1954. 184 cm. 160 pages. Indexes. 
Paper covers. 

Professor Tasker is concerned in this fully revised edition of a work first published 

in 1946 with the essential unity of the Bible which, he holds, has been obscured by 

the preoccupation with literary and historical problems as well as by ‘Shorter 

Bibles’ and ‘Anthologies’. He examines the Gospels, Acts 1-15, the Epistles and the 

Book of Revelation and shows how, in the words of St. Augustine, the New 

Testament lies hidden in the Old and the Old becomes manifest in the New. A 

timely and scholarly work by a conservative theologian. (220-6) 


THE BOW IN THE CLOUDS. An Essay towards the Integration of 
Experience. E. I. Watkin. Revised edition. Sheed & Ward, 7s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 
160 pages. 

The author expounds as simply as the theme will allow the different levels of human 

experience as manifestations of the unity of God. Under the symbolism of the 

colours of the rainbow, he shows that from the lowest levels of created experience 
to science, biological life, art, religion and mysticism, the nature of God is reflected 

and communicated, and he believes that these forms of revelation are a pledge of a 

final unveiling in which the clouds of ignorance will be dispersed and the achievements 

of human knowledge made complete. The treatment is throughout marked by 

distinction of thought and style. (231) 


ETERNAL HOPE. Emil Brunner. Translated from the German by Harold 
Knight. Lutterworth Press, 18s. 1954. 214 cm. 232 pages. Notes. 


In this independent and arresting work the author, contending that faith and hope 
are inseparable, seeks on the one hand to detach the Christian hope from those 
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apocalyptic and mythical elements which have obscured its meaning and on the 
other to show that it is based upon the revelation of the meaning of history and its 
consummation given in Jesus Christ. He has, in the process, much that is illuminating 
to say about the Christian and secular hope of progress, the Christian conception of 
time and eternity, the future advent of Christ, the mystery of death and the end 
of history. He strives to hold together the individual and the corporate aspects of the 
Christian hope as well as what faith now enjoys and what yet remains to be 
revealed. (236) 


JERUSALEM JOURNEY. Pilgrimage to the Holy Land in the Fifteenth 
Century. H. F. M. Prescott. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 18s. 1954. 224 cm. 242 pages. 
13 plates. 6 illustrations in text. Notes. Bibliography. Index. 


In the fifteenth century, pilgrimages to the Holy Land were highly organised affairs 
and the motives of the pilgrims curiously assorted—treligious consolation, indul- 
gencies, sight-seeing and, in the case of the promoters, commercial gain. Miss 
Prescott, drawing upon the written accounts of a dozen pilgrims, provides us with a 
fascinating picture of their travels. The main part of the story is concerned with 
two pilgrimages of a Dominican friar, Felix Fabri, who left an entertaining record 
of his experiences. Unusual skill has been exercised by Miss Prescott in the selection of 
material, and while the book will be welcomed by scholars, it will make an 
immediate appeal to the general reader for whom it is primarily intended. The 
illustrations are excellent and the volume has been attractively produced. (248) 


PREACHING IN A SCIENTIFIC AGE. A. C. Craig. S.C.M. Press, 7s.6d. 
1954. 19 cm. 120 pages. 


Dr. Craig is concerned in these lectures with the problems that face the preacher in 
the present confused religious and cultural situation. He singles out for consideration 
four crucial issues—biblical criticism, miracle, the Resurrection, the life to come— 
and suggests in each case a line of approach for those who are secking to interpret 
Christian truth in an age which seems to regard Christian presuppositions as 
irrelevant. The discussion is lively, illuminating and constructive. (251) 


THE BIBLICAL DOCTRINE OF MAN IN SOCIETY. G. Ernest 
Wright and an Ecumenical Committee in Chicago. S.C.M. Press for the Study 
Department, World Council of Churches, 7s. 1954. 184m. 176 pages. Indexes. 
Paper covers. (Ecumenical Biblical Studies, No. 2) 


In this competent and comprehensive survey of biblical teaching an attempt is made 
to examine the inferences which the biblical writers draw from the divine revelation 
culminating in Christ, the Lord of the Scripture, about man in society; the inferences 
which we may draw in the light of our own historical situation are also discussed. 
In the footnotes references are given to books which deal more fully with some 
of the issues raised. (261) 


A HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY. Kenneth Scott Latourette. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, 63s. 1954. 244m. 1,544 pages. 20 maps. Bibliography. Index. 
Although this important work has the same chronological pattern as the author's 
seven-volume history of the expansion of Christianity, its purpose is fundamentally 
different. It attempts to tell the story of Christianity in the context of human history 
as a whole. In each section surveyed, the contemporary world setting is described, 
the agencies by which Christianity advanced or lost ground are considered, develop- 
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ments in thought and worship are traced and the effect of Christianity on its 
environment and, in turn, the effect of the environment on Christianity are taken 
into account. As a lucid and convenient compendium of information patiently 
garnered, the volume deserves high praise. While the author recognises inescapable 
limitations in the records and the historian, he is to be congratulated on the measure 
of his achievement. (270) 


A HISTORY OF THE ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT 1517-1948. 
Edited by Ruth Rouse and Stephen Charles Neill. S.P.C.K. for the Ecumenical 
Institute, Chateau de Bossey, 32s.6d. 1954. 24cm. 846 pages. Glossary and 
explanatory notes. Bibliography. Index. 

A monumental work to which distinguished writers from many nations and 

religious communions have contributed. It deals with the history of the untiring 

efforts made during the past four centuries to secure co-operation between Christians 
of different confessions and between the several Churches, the union of separated 

Churches and the final restoration of the unity of all Christendom in one undivided 

Church. While some of the contributions, perhaps inevitably, present the appearance 

of a congested catalogue of persons and events, the book as a whole is an invaluable 

work of reference for all students of the ecumenical movement. (280-1) 


THE EARLY VICARS APOSTOLIC OF ENGLAND 1685-1750. 
Dom Basil Hemphill. Burns Oates, 18s. 1954. 22 cm. 202 pages. 3 plates. Map. 
Bibliography. Index. 

A well documented and readable account of the Vicars Apostolic, or ‘emergency 

bishops’, in England during the days of intense persecution of the Catholic Faith 

when it was not possible to appoint ordinary diocesan bishops. In the first part of 
the volume we are given a vivid picture of Catholic life in the eighteenth century, 
and the jealousies and dissensions between the secular and regular clergy are not 
ignored. The second part deals with the life and work of the individual bishops, 
with particular reference to the internal problems to which persecution gives 
rise. (282-42) 


PURITANISM AND RICHARD BAXTER. Hugh Martin. S.C.M. 
Press, 158. 1954. 224 cm. 224 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
Sharing the conviction of Professor Tawney that Puritanism, not the Tudor 
secession from Rome, was the true English Reformation, the author investigates 
afresh the history, beliefs and practices of the Puritans, with particular reference 
in the final section of the work to the personality and achievements of Richard 
Baxter. In the course of his survey, he deals with the truth about Puritanism and the 
Arts, Recreation, Sunday and Holy Days, and the vexed question of Toleration. The 
book as a whole may be recommended as a lucid, interesting and reliable introduction 
to the study of a movement which has helped to shape the modern world. (285-9) 


AFRICAN TRADITIONAL RELIGION. Geoffrey Parrinder. Hutchinson, 
8s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 156 pages. Map. Bibliography. Index. (Hutchinson’s University 
Library) 

The writer of this volume is Senior Lecturer in Religious Studies, University College, 

Ibadan, and has already made important contributions to West African religion. 

Here he endeavours to describe for the general reader the broad lines of African 

religious faith and practice south of the Sahara, and, although it is recognised that 

the virtual absence of written texts, hymns and liturgies is a serious handicap, we are 
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provided with as clear and complete an account as is possible of the religious life of 
many African tribes. The work is based upon long residence in Africa, missionary 
experience and scholarly research. (299°6) 


NUPE RELIGION. S. F. Nadel. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 25s. 1954. 224 cm. 
298 pages. 31 photographs. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 
The Nupe people of Northern Nigeria offer a particularly interesting field of study. 
Their economic, political and kinship organisation has been examined by Professor 
Nadel in his well-known earlier book, A Black Byzantium (1942). The author spent 
several years among them, and this new study examines their religious beliefs and 
practices in very great detail. The influence of Islam is strong and growing; he 
therefore analyses their indigenous religion, and shows how Mohammedanism has 
superimposed itself upon it. His intimate contact with the people enables him to 
enter into minute details of divination, ritual, and medicine, whilst the later chapters 
show a wide and sympathetic outlook in the realm of comparative religion. (299-64) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Sociology 
THE SECRET PEOPLE. English Village Life After 1750. Being an account 
of English village people, their lives, work and development through a period of 
two hundred years. E. W. Martin. Phoenix House, 21s. 1954. 224 cm. 320 pages. 
23 illustrations. Drawings in text. Bibliography. Index. 
An excellent account of rural life in England during the past 200 years. The author 
introduces his subject with general comparisons between the state of affairs in 1750 
and the present day, and then devotes separate chapters to the key-men of tht village 
—the squire, the parson, the farmer and his labourer, the gamekeeper and the 
poacher—describing their changing fortunes and showing how they influenced 
events in these two centuries. Later chapters deal with rural industries and crafts, 
the place of women in village life, and the growth of rural education. Finally, the 
author links the past with the present and assesses the losses and gains in real values, 
in effect presenting a ‘rural balance-sheet’. (301-35) 


CANADIAN ALMANAC AND DIRECTORY FOR 1954. Edited by 
Beatrice Logan. 107th year of issue. Copp Clark (Toronto, Canada), $9°50. 1954- 
234 cm. 860 pages. Index. 

Authentic legal, commercial, statistical, astronomical, departmental, ecclesiastical, 

educational, financial and general information is given in this volume. Nothing 

published in Canada has a higher rating for accuracy. It includes postal rates, post 
offices, income tax data, a law list, officers of clubs, branches of banks, names of 
officials in Dominion and provincial governments, population figures, everything in 
fact from the national debt to the army. This useful reference book is revised every 
year and is a necessity for government officials, business executives, reference libraries 

and newspaper offices. (305-8) 

Statistics 

BRITISH ECONOMIC STATISTICS. A Report. C. F. Carter and A. D. 
Roy. Cambridge University Press, 21s. 1954. 24m. 196 pages. Bibliography. 


Indexes. (National Institute of Economic and Social Research: Economic and Social 
Studies, XIV) 


In 1950 the Executive Committee of the Institute called for an investigation of the 
statistical information required for, or actually used or available for, the formulation 
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of economic policy in the United Kingdom. The work was carried out under the 
direction of a working committee of distinguished economists and statisticians 
experienced in Government service. Six case-studies are presented, on the relation 
of statistics to policy in housing, coal, the development areas, agricultural price 
fixing, the balance of external payments, and the general balance of the economy. 
The discussion of the problems revealed will interest many business men as well as 
economists. (3142) 


Political Science 


GOVERNMENT AND PARLIAMENT. A Survey from. the Inside. 
Herbert Morrison. Oxford University Press, 21s. 1954. 22 cm. 378 pages. Index. 


The Right Honourable Herbert Morrison, former Deputy Prime Minister, Lord 
President of the Council and Leader of the House of Commons, gives in this book a 
very well written and interesting account of the British constitution as seen in its 
actual working. He describes the composition of the Cabinet and the position of 
the monarchy, and the conduct of business in the House of Commons and the House 
of Lords. In addition, he shows how the constitutional system operated under the 
Labour Governments of 1945 to 1951, particularly as regards the socialisation of 
industry and economic planning. (320-942) 


ANARCHY AND ORDER. Essays in Politics. Herbert Read. Faber, 16s. 
1954. 21 cm. 236 pages. Index. 


Besides his impressive output as a literary and art critic, Sir Herbert Read has for 
many years been writing vigorously on social and political themes. The political 
theory with which he has been most concerned is that which should appeal to the 
‘unpolitical’, that is to say, to the ordinary man; for the theme of these essays is 
the evil of political systems as such. The word Anarchism has lurid associations; the 
author is concerned to demonstrate that, properly understood, Anarchism is the defi- 
nition of political sanity. The style of these essays will captivate even though their 
content may provoke controversy. (321) 


CHURCH AND STATE FROM CONSTANTINE TO THEODO- 
SIUS. S. L. Greenslade. $.C.M. Press, 7s.6d. 1954. 22 cm. 94 pages. Frontispiece. 
Chronologies. Index. 


In these lectures Professor Greenslade examines the history of Church-State relations 
in the fourth century. First we have an able treatment of the ideal of Christian 
uniformity which Constantine promoted with the glad assent of the Church. The 
emergence of a different outlook by which the spheres of Church and State are 
distinguished is then examined, and the final lecture deals with the movement to 
secure the ascendancy of the Church, with special reference to the teaching of St. 
Ambrose. An excellent study of a crucial theme. (322-1) 


DEMOCRACY IN ALBERTA. The Theory and Practice of a Quasi-Party 
System. C. B. Macpherson. University of Toronto Press (Toronto, Canada), $5-50. 
Oxford University Press (London), 45s. 1953/4. 24 cm. 270 pages. 4 tables. Biblio- 
graphical notes. Index. (Social Credit in Alberta) 

Fourth in the series sponsored by the Canadian Social Science Research Council, 

this carefully documented study explains the background and growth of this quasi- 

party system. The author points out that in the prairie farming communities, unlike 
the rest of Canada, there is an increasing preponderance of small propertied, inde- 
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pendent commodity producers who are set in a ‘colonial’ framework subordinate 
to and antagonistic to the capitalist control of eastern Canada. He also traces the 
roots of the social credit system in England and the changes that system underwent 
in the Social Credit government of Premier Aberhart and in later administrations. 
(329-971) 
Economics 
MIGRATION AND ECONOMIC GROWTH. A Study of Great Britain 
and the Atlantic Economy. Brinley Thomas. Cambridge University Press, 42s. 
1954. 24cm. 390 pages. 43 figures. 138 tables. Bibliography. Indexes. (National 
Institute of Economic and Social Research: Economic and Social Studies, XIl) 


Professor Thomas has found a definite rhythm in the evolution of the Atlantic 
economy in the period 1830-1950, expressed in periodic waves of international 
migration and foreign lending. This has led him to consider the whole question of 
international migration as part of the process of economic growth. In the course 
of his argument he discusses and criticises the quality of the migration statistics of the 
United Kingdom and the United States, and reproduces many of the relevant tables. 
The book is thus a convenient work of reference as well as a new contribution to 
economic history and analysis. (330°9) 


EARLY ENGLISH TRACTS ON COMMERCE. Edited by J. R. 
McCulloch. Reissue. Cambridge University Press, 35s. 1954. 224 cm. 680 pages. 
Index. 


Only a hundred copies of McCulloch’s Select Collection of Early English Tracts on 
Commerce were printed in the original edition of 1856, for the Political Economy 
Club. This photographic reprint was first issued by the Economic History Society 
in 1952. It contains eight tracts of great importance to students of economic history 
and theory: Munn’s Discourse of Trade from England unto the East Indies (1621) and 
England’s Treasure by Forraign Trade (1664), Roberts’s The Treasure of Traffike (1641), 
Fortrey’s England’s Interest and Improvement (1673), the anonymous England’s Great 
Happiness (1677), Petty’s Britannia Languens (1680), North’s Discourses upon Trade 
(1691), and Martin’s Considerations on the East India Trade (1701). (330°942) 


AN INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF INDUSTRIAL 
RELATIONS. J. Henry Richardson. Allen & Unwin, 30s. 1954. 22} cm. 
444 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

In this comprehensive work the author, Montague Burton Professor of Industrial 

Relations in the University of Leeds, has drawn upon experience gained while on 

the staff of the International Labour Office, as a member of wages boards, and as a 

Government adviser on labour policy. He describes, for university students and 

others, the human aspects of industrial management and the regulation of working 

conditions by collective agreements between employers and trade unions or by 
statutory methods. He gives numerous illustrations of practices adopted abroad; 
his book is thus a welcome addition to his earlier work on Industrial Relations in 

Great Britain. (331-15) 


POWER IN TRADE UNIONS. A Study of Their Organization in Great 
Britain. V. L. Allen. Longmans, 25s. 1954. 224 cm. 336 pages. Tables. Index. 


The Staff Tutor in Trade Union Studies for the Oxford University Delegacy for 
Extra-Mural Studies deals in this book with aspects of union organisation which 
hitherto have received little attention. He considers the application of democratic 
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principles, with the implications of compulsory trade unionism and other factors, 
and then turns to the question of delegation of power as seen in written union 
constitutions. To give point to his discussion he provides in appendices a case study 
of the development of a delegate meeting in the Amalgamated Society of Wood- 
workers and also biographical details of 233 union leaders. (331°8800942) 


THE BANKERS’ ALMANAC AND YEAR BOOK FOR 1953-54. 
rogth year. Skinner, 85s. 1954. 254 cm. 1,580 pages. Tables. Index. 


Chis standard international banking reference book gives full particulars of the 
principal banks of the world. There are sections dealing with British banks, inter- 
national banks and banks of individual countries, alphabetically by country. A very 
useful Geographical Index shows banks which have branches or officers in each 
town listed. There are also sections on insurance, and exporters and importers, 
arranged by geographical areas (Africa, America, Europe, etc.). (332-1058) 


REALMS OF SILVER. One Hundred Years of Banking in the East. Sir 
Compton Mackenzie. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 25s. 1954. 254m. 352 pages. 
16 plates. Facsimile. Endpaper map. Index. 


The Chartered Bank of India, Australia, and China was founded in 1853 and its 
centenary is celebrated by this full-scale history. The early days of the bank were 
bound up with the fortunes of two distinguished men, Robert Lowe and James 
Wilson, the one a later Chancellor of the Exchequer, the other founder of the 
Economist. The history of the Bank, which extended its operations by degrees 
throughout India, Malaya, Hong Kong, and China, provides a miniature economic 
history of the impact of the Western world on the East. (332-1095) 


AN APPROACH TO MONEY AND BANKING. James Dandy. Staples 
Press, 128.6d. 1954. 20cm. 196 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
Beginners in economics, whether adult or at school, will find that this short 
introduction gives them the main principles of money and banking and is very easy 
to read. The author is examiner in banking and finance to the London Chamber of 
Commerce, but he is writing here for the general reader rather than for the 
examination candidate. He describes, briefly but clearly, what money is and how it 
works, how a bank lends money and creates credit, how inflation happens, how 
the foreign exchanges are controlled, and similar matters of everyday concern. 


(332-4) 


THE STOCK EXCHANGE OFFICIAL YEAR-BOOK, 1954. Vol. L. 
Edited by Arthur Francis Benn Cooke. Skinner, 140s. per set of 2 vols. 1954. 
254 cm. 1,766 pages. Index. 


The year-book is now issued in two volumes; the second will appear in September 
1954 and will contain a complete index to both. It is a comprehensive list of public 
companies in Great Britain, the Dominions and Colonies, America and other 
countries, with the amount of capital and dividends held by the companies. In this 
volume a list has been added of Overseas Stock Exchanges in the British Common- 
wealth; the section on Japan has been rewritten to include details of the debt 
settlement plan from November 1952; and that on Germany includes the terms 
of the settlement approved under the London Agreement of February 1953. 
Volume II will contain the Commercial and Industrial Section and the Mines 
Section, and a Register of Defunct and other companies for 1954 will appear at the 
same time. (332-61) 
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THE RECEIPT OF THE EXCHEQUER, 1377-1485. Anthony Steel. 
Cambridge University Press, 60s. 1954. 22} cm. $42 pages. Facsimile. Tables. 
Indexes. 


Mr. Steel has devoted more than twenty-five years of intensive, though intermittent, 
research to the receipt rolls of the late medieval exchequer. In this book he analyses 
the receipts year by year, and also in groups of ten years or more, paying special 
attention to loans, and to the distinction between real receiptg and bookkeeping 
entries. The work is highly technical, and unless the reader is ‘Willing to immerse 
himself in the details of medieval government finance he will not get very far. 
To the historian of the middle ages and the specialist in finance, however, it is not 
only an essential factual study, but also a fascinating story. (336-942) 


THE LIMITS OF THE EARTH. Fairfield Osborn. Faber, 12s.6d. 1954. 
224 cm. 176 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
The author’s first book, Our Plundered Planet, was considered to be among the best 
of a spate of books which, during the past few years, have enlarged upon the theme of 
soil exhaustion, of man’s wastage of the earth’s resources. He now presents a com- 
prehensive survey of the world’s food resources in relation to steadily increasing 
populations. Special attention is given to the British Commonwealth, Africa and 
the Americas, and, apart from food production from the earth, due reference is also 
made to marine resources and the possibilities of synthetics. (338-17) 


Law 

ALLIANCE FOR PEACE. The First Five Years of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation. Central Office of Information. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s. 1954. 
21} cm. 36 pages. 21 photographs. 2 maps. 3 charts. Paper covers. 

NATO is just five years old. In order to follow current comment and the further 

development of NATO the reader of journals constantly feels the need of background 

facts. This pamphlet provides them, in the form of a short history of the last five 

years and a clear description, with diagrams, of the organisation, together with 

the text of the Treaty. (341-18) 


EVIDENCE IN CRIMINAL CASES. William Shaw. 4th edition by Michael 
Lee. Butterworth, 22s.6d. 1954. 194 cm. 362 pages. Tables. Index. 


A useful treatise on evidence, for use in criminal proceedings. The considerable 
amount of statutory and case law since the last edition in 1946 has been included. 
After a chapter on evidence generally, the next five chapters deal with different 
aspects of admissibility of evidence. There follow chapters on documentary and 
secondary evidence and on burden of proof and presumptions. Later chapters deal 
with criminal intent, competency and privilege of witnesses, corroboration, oath 
and affirmation, depositions and the examination of witnesses. (343) 


WOODFALL’S LAW OF LANDLORD AND TENANT. 2sth edition 
by Lionel A. Blundell, with Assistant Editors. Sweet & Maxwell, 126s. 1954. 
25$ cm. 1,942 pages. Tables. Index. 

Probably no branch of English law has been affected by recent changes as much as 

that dealing with landlord and tenant. Since 1939, the field of rent restriction for 

unfurnished lettings, with attendant security of tenure, has been greatly extended 
and there have also been changes in the law of furnished tenancies. The law 
governing agricultural holdings has been extensively altered by the Agriculture 
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principles, with the implications of compulsory trade unionism and other factors, 
and then turns to the question of delegation of power as seen in written union 
constitutions. To give point to his discussion he provides in appendices a case study 
of the development of a delegate meeting in the Amalgamated Society of Wood- 
workers and also biographical details of 233 union leaders. (331-880942) 


THE BANKERS’ ALMANAC AND YEAR BOOK FOR 1953-54. 
roth year. Skinner, 85s. 1954. 254 cm. 1,580 pages. Tables. Index. 


This standard international banking reference book gives full particulars of the 
principal banks of the world. There are sections dealing with British banks, inter- 
national banks and banks of individual countries, alphabetically by country. A very 
useful Geographical Index shows banks which have branches or officers in each 
town listed. There are also sections on insurance, and exporters and importers, 
arranged by geographical areas (Africa, America, Europe, etc.). (332-1058) 


REALMS OF SILVER. One Hundred Years of Banking in the East. Sir 
Compton Mackenzie. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 25s. 1954. 254m. 352 pages. 
16 plates. Facsimile. Endpaper map. Index. 


The Chartered Bank of India, Australia, and China was founded in 1853 and its 
centenary is celebrated by this full-scale history. The early days of the bank were 
bound up with the fortunes of two distinguished men, Robert Lowe and James 
Wilson, the one a later Chancellor of the Exchequer, the other founder of the 
Economist. The history of the Bank, which extended its operations by degrees 
throughout India, Malaya, Hong Kong, and China, provides a miniature economic 
history of the impact of the Western world on the East. (332-1095) 


AN APPROACH TO MONEY AND BANKING. James Dandy. Staples 
Press, 12s.6d. 1954. 20cm. 196 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

Beginners in economics, whether adult or at school, will find that this short 
introduction gives them the main principles of money and banking and is very easy 
to read. The author is examiner in banking and finance to the London Chamber of 
Commerce, but he is writing here for the general reader rather than for the 
examination candidate. He describes, briefly but clearly, what money is and how it 
works, how a bank lends money and creates credit, how inflation happens, how 
the foreign exchanges are controlled, and similar matters of everyday concern. 

(332-4) 


THE STOCK EXCHANGE OFFICIAL YEAR-BOOK, 1954. Vol. I. 
Edited by Arthur Francis Benn Cooke. Skinner, 140s. per set of 2 vols. 1954. 
254 cm. 1,766 pages. Index. 


The year-book is now issued in two volumes; the second will appear in September 
1954 and will contain a complete index to both. It is a comprehensive list of public 
companies in Great Britain, the Dominions and Colonies, America and other 
countries, with the amount of capital and dividends held by the companies. In this 
volume a list has been added of Overseas Stock Exchanges in the British Common- 
wealth; the section on Japan has been rewritten to include details of the debt 
settlement plan from November 1952; and that on Germany includes the terms 
of the settlement approved under the London Agreement of February 1953. 
Volume II will contain the Commercial and Industrial Section and the Mines 
Section, and a Register of Defunct and other companies for 1954 will appear at the 
same time. (332-61) 
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THE RECEIPT OF THE EXCHEQUER, 1377-1485. Anthony Steel. 
Cambridge University Press, 60s. 1954. 224m. $42 pages. Facsimile. Tables. 
Indexes. 

Mr. Steel has devoted more than twenty-five years of intensive, though intermittent, 

research to the receipt rolls of the late medieval exchequer. In this book he analyses 

the receipts year by year, and also in groups of ten years or more, paying special 
attention to loans, and to the distinction between real receipts and bookkeeping 
entries. The work is highly technical, and unless the reader is willing to immerse 
himself in the details of medieval government finance he will not get very far. 
To the historian of the middle ages and the specialist in finance, however, it is not 
only an essential factual study, but also a fascinating story. (336-942) 


THE LIMITS OF THE EARTH. Fairfield Osborn. Faber, 12s.6d. 1954. 
224 cm. 176 pages. Bibliography. Index. 


The author’s first book, Our Plundered Planet, was considered to be among the best 
of a spate of books which, during the past few years, have enlarged upon the theme of 
soil exhaustion, of man’s wastage of the earth’s resources. He now presents a com- 
prehensive survey of the world’s food resources in relation to steadily increasing 
populations. Special attention is given to the British Commonwealth, Africa and 
the Americas, and, apart from food production from the earth, due reference is also 
made to marine resources and the possibilities of synthetics. (338-17) 


Law 

ALLIANCE FOR PEACE. The First Five Years of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation. Central Office of Information. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s. 1954. 
214 cm. 36 pages. 21 photographs. 2 maps. 3 charts. Paper covers. 

NATO is just five years old. In order to follow current comment and the further 

development of NATO the reader of journals constantly feels the need of background 

facts. This pamphlet provides them, in the form of a short history of the last five 

years and a clear description, with diagrams, of the organisation, together with 

the text of the Treaty. (341-18) 


EVIDENCE IN CRIMINAL CASES. William Shaw. 4th edition by Michael 
Lee. Butterworth, 22s.6d. 1954. 19} cm. 362 pages. Tables. Index. 


A useful treatise on evidence, for use in criminal proceedings. The considerable 
amount of statutory and case law since the last edition in 1946 has been included. 
After a chapter on evidence generally, the next five chapters deal with different 
aspects of admissibility of evidence. There follow chapters on documentary and 
secondary evidence and on burden of proof and presumptions. Later chapters deal 
with criminal intent, competency and privilege of witnesses, corroboration, oath 
and affirmation, depositions and the examination of witnesses. (343) 


WOODFALL’S LAW OF LANDLORD AND TENANT. 2sth edition 
by Lionel A. Blundell, with Assistant Editors. Sweet & Maxwell, 126s. 1954. 
25$ cm. 1,942 pages. Tables. Index. 

Probably no branch of English law has been affected by recent changes as much as 

that dealing with landlord and tenant. Since 1939, the field of rent restriction for 

unfurnished lettings, with attendant security of tenure, has been greatly extended 
and there have also been changes in the law of furnished tenancies. The law 
governing agricultural holdings has been extensively altered by the Agriculture 
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Act, 1947. The task of bringing up to date this standard treatise (first published in 
1802) since the 24th edition in 1939 has been formidable. The twenty-two chapters 
cover all aspects of the law. Appendices include main and subsidiary legislation, 
and precedents of relevant forms. (347°2) 


THE LAW OF TORT IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT. Mary Bell Cairns. 
Shaw & Sons, 21s. 1954. 22cm. 168 pages. Tables. Index. 


The liability of a local authority for civil wrongs is of considerable practical 
importance and arises in subjects such as housing, public health, education, police 
and fire-brigades, road and highway maintenance. There are chapters on the general 
principles of liability, liability in respect of statute, wrongs to the person, liability in 
respect of the highway, wrongs to property, and remedies. Dr. Cairns’s book is 
the first dealing with this aspect of the English law of tort and usefully fills a gap in 
law literature. (347°5) 


THE SOUTH AFRICAN LAW OF PROPERTY, FAMILY 
RELATIONS AND SUCCESSION. R. W. Lee and A. M. Honoré 
(Editors) and T. W. Price. Butterworth (Durban, South Africa, and London), $7s.6d. 
1954. 244 cm. 342 pages. Tables. Index. 


A companion volume to The South African Law of Obligations (1950). Together, the 
volumes will be a comprehensive digest of the Civil Law of South Africa, similar to 
Jenks’s English Civil Law. In this volume, Book I on property has been compiled by 
Professor R. W. Lee, Professor of Roman-Dutch Law in Oxford University; 
Book II on family relations is by Professor T. W. Price, Professor of Roman-Dutch 
Law in Cape Town University; and Book III on succession and settlements is by 
Mr. A. M. Honoré, Fellow of The Queen’s College, Oxford. The presentation takes 
the form of a number of articles stating the general principles of law with references 
to authorities and supplementary notes where necessary. (347°6) 


TESTATOR’S FAMILY MAINTENANCE IN AUSTRALIA AND 
NEW ZEALAND. R. J. Davern Wright. Law Book Co. of Australasia (Sydney, 
Australia), $78.6d. 1954. 22 cm. 238 pages. Index. 


Not since 1884, when John Dennistoun Wood published his treatise on English 
and colonial laws relating to the estates of testators, then in force in Australasia, has 
there been an attempt to summarise them on such a wide geographic basis. The 
present volume in part serves to fill the gap by discussing on a similar basis one 
aspect of this law, the maintenance of testators’ families. The author, a practising 
barrister, outlines the jurisdiction of this law and its application, the procedures to 
be followed when applying for orders, the costs, and the methods used to arrive 
at the quantum of order. The tabulation of the considerable body of case law that 
has grown up in the Australian states and New Zealand completes a useful 
handbook. (347°6) 


AUSTRALIAN SECRETARIAL PRACTICE. A concise and practical 
textbook of company practice incorporating the relevant company legislation 
of the Australian states and territories. R. Keith Yorston and Edward E. Fortescue. 
3rd edition. Law Book Co. of Australasia (Sydney, Australia), 70s. 1953. 25 cm. 
650 pages. Index. 

Thirteen years have elapsed since the previous edition of this standard work, now 

revised to incorporate the marked developments which have taken place in 
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commercial practice and legislation during that time. The book is well indexed and 
conveniently arranged and has a table of cases and appendices which list the major 
statutes affecting companies, the title and address of the government authority 
administering company matters in each state and details of stamp duty payable on 
share transfers in New South Wales. Forms and procedures are well illustrated 


throughout. (347-7) 


THE ENGLISH LEGAL SYSTEM. G. R. Y. Radcliffe and Geoffrey Cross. 
3rd edition. Butterworth, 27s.6d. 1954. 224 cm. 448 pages. Index. 


A great many changes in English law and procedure since the second edition in 1946 
have been included, as well as recent developments in English legal history. The 
treatment is mainly on an historical basis, chapters 1-12 dealing with the evolution 
of law and of courts up to the nineteenth century. There follow chapters on the 
system of courts from 1800 and chapters on case law and statute law, the legal 
profession and the legal system and the state. This is a most valuable introduction 
for those studying English law for the first time. Dr. Radcliffe is Fellow of New 
College, Oxford, and Mr. Geoffrey Cross a Queen’s Counsel. (347°9) 


Public Administration 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT MANUAL AND DIRECTORY, 1954. 
Charles Knight: Shaw & Sons, $4s. 1954. 20cm. 1,244 pages. Tables. Indexes. 


A very informative directory which gives full details of the Government Ministries 
concerned with local government (Health, Housing and Local Government, and 
Education), county councils, boroughs, urban districts, and rural district and parish 
councils. Information is also provided on burial and cemetery authorities, local 
education authorities, magistrates’ courts, national assistance, names of children’s 
officers and homes, and regional hospital boards. There are also details of other 
bodies and activities connected with the many branches and ramifications of modern 
local government in Britain. (352-042) 


MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATION. J. H. Warren. 2nd edition. Pitman, 
20s. 1954. 224 cm. 264 pages. Tables. Index. 


As General Secretary of the National and Local Government Officers’ Association 
and a former Town Clerk of Slough the author has had considerable experience of 
local government organisation, various aspects of which he has described in his 
Municipal Trading, The English Local Government System, The Local Government 
Service, and Municipal Administration. In this volume, first published in 1948, he 
describes the mechanics of administration, the constitution and functions of com- 
mittees and departments, and such particular aspects as minuting and reporting, 
financial control, staffing, and the human and political factors. The work has already 
proved its value to administrators and students. (352-042) 


THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT HANDBOOK. A simple and concise 
explanation of the Local Government Act and other Acts of the Parliament 
administered by councils together with an exposition of the law and procedure 
at council meetings. A. R. Bluett. sth edition by C. R. Allen. Law Book Co. of 
Australasia (Sydney, Australia), 25s. 1954. 19 cm. 236 pages. Index. 


Revised by a Sydney barrister, the fifth edition of Bluett’s handbook is an up-to- 
date account of local government in New South Wales, designed primarily for the 
information of council members and employees. Although not as detailed a 
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conspectus as Browning and Bluett’s Local Government in New South Wales, the 
volume gives a concise description of the present powers delegated by the central 
authority (the State Parliament) to local administrations, an exposition of the rules 
governing their functioning, the method of their election, and their activities as 
trading concerns. (352-0044) 


Social Welfare 

THE WILD PLACE. Kathryn Hulme. Muller, 12s.6d. 1954. 203 cm. 234 pages. 
In a corner of North East Bavaria, in a former training camp for Hitler’s SS men, 
a changing population of some two thousand Displaced Persons, mostly Poles, 
lived, bred, suffered and died awaiting their final liberation. For five years the 
author, who was Deputy Director of the camp working with U.N.R.R.A., shared 
daily in the kaleidoscope of emotions and drama concentrated in this human 
microcosm. The problems of feeding, clothing and transporting the vast truckloads 
of new arrivals, the feverish preparations needed before the onslaught of winter, 
the joys and the tragedies of the final emigrations, are described with consummate 
skill and human understanding. (361-5) 


THE NEGLECTED CHILD AND THE SOCIAL SERVICES. A Study 
of the Work done in Manchester and Salford by Social Services of all Kinds for 
118 Families whose Children came into Public Care. D. V. Donnison. Manchester 
University Press (Manchester), 12s.6d. 1954. 22 cm. 160 pages. Tables. Map. 

The general aim of this investigation was to consider the family backgrounds of 

neglected children who were taken into public care in Manchester and Salford in 

1951, and to find out what could be done by existing or new services to give the 

children a better upbringing in their own homes. The author acquired full information 

from people well acquainted with the families, and obtained further details and 
advice from local social service officials. His suggestions for improvement, avoiding 
any addition to the number of official organisations, call for consideration by all 

those concerned with child welfare. (362-7) 


Education 
THE WORLD OF LEARNING, 1954. sth edition. Europa Publications, 
100s. 1954. 25$.cm. 1,042 pages. Index of institutions. 

The previous edition of this invaluable reference book appeared in 1952 and this 
issue incorporates the results of nearly two years’ work and is more comprehensive 
than its predecessors. It begins with an international section and then deals with 
separate countries alphabetically. The international section has three divisions: 
UNESCO, the International Council of Scientific Unions, and Other International 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisations. Under each country are listed 
learned societies, research institutes, libraries, museums and art galleries, and 
universities, colleges and technical institutes, giving their addresses, names and numbers 
of members, teachers and other officials, publications, and aims and objects, where 
possible. (370-58) 


PURE SCIENCE 
Mathematics 
MATHEMATICS IN ACTION. O. G. Sutton. Bell, 16s. 1954. 224 cm. 
234 pages. §2 text figures and tailpiece drawings by A. J. Lauric. Index. 
Professor Sutton describes, in clear and simple language, the way in which mathe- 
matics is applied to certain problems in natural philosophy to which he himself has 
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given much attention. Two preliminary chapters deal with the general relations of 
mathematics to physics, and with the essential mathematical tools of algebra, 
geometry, complex number and the calculus. The use of these tools in ballistics, 
wave theory, aerodynamics, statistics and meteorology is then exhibited. To any 
reader who possesses a fair acquaintance with school mathematics, this book will 
give a valuable survey of the way in which mathematics extends and explains our 
knowledge of the real world. ($10) 


Astronomy 


OUR MOON. H. Percy Wilkins. Muller, 12s.6d. 1954. 20} cm. 180 pages. 
6 photographs. 20 drawings. Endpaper maps. Bibliography. Index. 


A detailed description of our satellite by one of the foremost authorities on lunar 
topography. This excellent account is written, primarily, for the general reader, 
but the numerous drawings of the lunar surface as seen with the 33-inch refractor 
telescope will be of greatest interest to the amateur astronomer. The evidence for 
and against the presence of a lunar atmosphere is discussed and there is an account 
of the various changes which have been observed on the moon’s surface. The last 
chapter discusses the advantages which will arise from attaining what is likely to be 
man’s first objective in space. (523°3) 


The Calendar 


TIME COUNTS. The Story of the Calendar. Harold Watkins. Spearman, 15s. 
1954. 22}. cm. 286 pages. Frontispiece. 4 plates. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 
This history of the calendar is in three parts: the first is an account of the earliest 
calendars, of the Julian calendar and of the Gregorian calendar up to its introduction 
into England in 1752; the second is devoted to various attempts at calendar reform 
from the French-Revolutionary Calendar to modern attempts to fix Easter and the 
World Calendar; the third is a reasoned discussion of the arguments for the World 
Calendar. Apart from an unimportant early chapter on Hoerbiger’s unorthodox 
theory, the book can be recommended as a sound popular work. The author is a 
journalist who is a member of the British Advisory Council of the World Calendar 
Association. (529°3) 


Physics 

HIGH VOLTAGE LABORATORY TECHNIQUE. J. D. Craggs and 
J. M. Meek. Butterworth, 65s. 1954. 254m. 414 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
Tables. Bibliography. Index. 


The authors spent ten years in the high voltage research laboratory of Metropolitan- 
Vickers; this and subsequent experience in directing a research school employing 
such techniques at Liverpool University qualify them to undertake such a book 
as this, which describes the production and measurement of high alternating, direct, 
and transient voltages. Useful information is provided on stabilisation of direct 
voltages, the production and measurement of high transient currents, and high speed 
oscillograph recording techniques. Evidence of a critical selection of material is often 
absent, the treatment of some topics is involved, and the number of diagrams, e.g. of 
the basic direct and impulse generator circuits, generous to a fault. The references 
are comprehensive and the indexjng excellent. (537) 
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PHYSICS AND APPLICATIONS OF SECONDARY ELECTRON 
EMISSION. H. Bruining. Pergamon Press, 25s. 1954. 224 cm. 190 pages. Plates. 
Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. (Electronics and Waves) 

A survey of the phenomenon of secondary electron emission from different 

substances in the solid state. The first seven chapters deal with the theoretical aspects 

of the subject, while the last three cover the application side (electron multipliers, 
storage devices, etc.). The book is very well produced, and contains a large number 
of experimental curves. Extensive bibliographies are also included. It should be of 
value to degree students and to practical engineers. The author is senior physicist 
at the Philips Research Laboratories at Eindhoven. (537°5) 


Chemistry 


CHEMISTRY OF THE DEFECT SOLID STATE. A. L. G. Rees. 
Methuen, 8s.6d. 1954. 17 cm. 144 pages. 42 diagrams. 6 tables. Bibliography. 
Index. (Methuen’s Monographs on Chemical Subjects) 


An introductory review of the defect solid state and its role in chemistry. The 
intention clearly is not to survey solid state reactions in detail, but to introduce a 
concept new to the classical inorganic chemist. After defining the defects possible 
in crystalline solids, the mathematical theory of defect solids is considered and an 
experimental approach outlined. The chemical consequences of the existence of 
defects are then considered. The theoretical inorganic chemist will find this work 
stimulating. The industrial chemist will find the impact of these ideas on tarnishing 
reaction, the photographic process and heterogeneous catalysis of interest. A brief 
outline of outstanding problems, and experimental details point the way to future 
work. The book is well documented, and the illustrations do much to aid the text. 
(548-8) 
Physical Geography 
THE PRINCIPLES OF PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY. F. J. Monkhouse. 
University of London Press, 30s. 1954. 214m. 478 pages. 89 illustrations. 171 
sketch maps and diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 


Mr. Monkhouse is an experienced instructor with an enthusiasm for his subject 
who can summarise essentials clearly. He is thus able to cover a wide field without 
losing the reader’s attention. Besides physical geography proper, in which he includes 
oceanography and climate, he has useful sections on soil and vegetation, the whole 
being carefully written and unusually comprehensive in scope. He must also be 
commended for the wealth of clearly drawn diagrams and well chosen illustrations. 
With such diagrams it is difficult to avoid stereotyped examples, but Mr. Monkhouse 
has succeeded in treating them with a fresh touch. The book should prove particularly 
useful to undergraduate students. (551) 


Meteorology 


DAY-TO-DAY VARIATIONS IN THE TROPOPAUSE. J. S. Sawyer 
for the Air Ministry: Meteorological Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 5s. 1954. 
284 cm. 40 pages. 31 diagrams. Bibliography. Paper covers. (Geophysical Memoirs, 
No. 92) 

An understanding of the changes in the tropopause is essential to the proper analysis 

and forecasting of meteorological conditions around 35,000 feet. In this Memoir a 

series of 6-hourly charts have been drawn in detail showing the topography of the 

tropopause over a period of one month. There are sections dealing with theoretical 
and observational knowledge of the tropopause; the present series of charts; 
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accuracy of the data regarding the tropopause; advective contribution to short- 
period changes; characteristic features of the charts; the results of the present 
investigation in relation to the structure of the tropopause, and the practical appli- 
cation of these results. (s51°5) 


Prehistoric Archaeology 


THE NEOLITHIC CULTURES OF THE BRITISH ISLES. A Study 
of the Stone-using Agricultural Communities of Britain in the Second Millennium 
B.C. Stuart Piggott. Cambridge University Press, 70s. 1954. 254 cm. 440 pages. 
60 illustrations. 64 text figures, including maps and diagrams. Tables. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. 

This scholarly study brings together for the first time the archaeological evidence 

concerning the beginnings in the British Isles of a settled way of life, based on 

husbandry, from about 2000-1500 B.C. One of the achievements of the great 
renaissance of British archaeology in the inter-war years was the elucidation of the 
several distinct cultural elements—derived from both indigenous hunting peoples 
and especially immigrants from the continent who brought the crafts of grain 
cultivation, stock-rearing and pot-making—that were involved in this development. 

This treatise, which cautiously reconstructs the character and history of the various 

cultures, describing the styles and uses of pottery and stone tools, the defended 

camp sites and the long barrows and cairns constructed as collective tombs, will 
be indispensable for all students and libraries concerned with prehistoric Britain. 
(571-20942) 

Anthropology 

THE INSTITUTIONS OF PRIMITIVE SOCIETY. A Series of Broad- 
cast Talks. Blackwell (Oxford), 7s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 116 pages. 


A series of brief but lucid essays, by eight experts, which, although they overlap 
somewhat, provide an excellent introduction to anthropological approaches in the 
study of social organisation, economics, art, religion and thought. They show 
what the characteristics of primitive peoples really are, and how these follow not 
from any lack of human endowment but from such conditions as the absence of 
powerful tools, the small scale of society, the dominance of family groups, and the 
real hazards of life in such conditions with very limited empirical knowledge. They 
also show that the social anthropologist is really concerned with general problems 
of the various aspects of social life, and works towards conclusions that are valid 
and significant for all peoples, ourselves included. ($72-7) 


Biology 


THE MIND AND THE EYE. A Study of the Biologist’s Standpoint. Agnes 
Arber. Cambridge University Press, 16s. 1954. 22cm. 158 pages. Bibliography. 
Index. 

Dr. Arber is a distinguished writer on plant morphology and the history of botany 

and in this little book she gives us the result of many years’ self-questioning about 

the philosophical background to biological research. In the first part she discusses the 
approach to and the performance and communication of research work, and in 
the second part she regards these processes in the light of various theories of knowledge. 

The results of her wide reading in these latter fields are carefully documented, but the 

style is so cogent and lucid that the scientist who has had little leisure to think deeply 

about the nature of the truth he secks will find himself carried easily into these 

fundamental questions. (574-01) 
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Zoology 


THREE SINGLES TO ADVENTURE. Gerald Durrell. Hart-Davis, 15s. 
1954. 21 cm. 220 pages. 12 plates. Map. 


The author, professional collector of strange wild animals, scored an earlier success 
with The Overloaded Ark (1953). That recalled West Africa, and this new book 
concerns his experiences in the forest of British Guiana (Adventure is the name of a 
small town on the coast, connected by a steamer route with Georgetown). Monkeys, 
sloths, capybaras, ant-eaters, and the rest are lively and interesting. The author is 
occasionally unduly facetious, so that it appears miraculous that he suffers no more 
than occasional bites and scratches from his captive pets; but the birds, beasts, and 
insects that he gathers in are quaint and exciting enough to make an entertaining 
story. (591-9881) 


THE WORLD OF BEES. Gilbert Nixon. Hutchinson, 12s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 
214 pages. Frontispiece in colour. 28 illustrations by Arthur Smith. Index. 
(Hutchinson's Nature Library) 


To most people the mention of bees brings to mind first the hive bee, then perhaps, 
as an afterthought, the bumble bee. In fact, there are thousands of different kinds of 
bees and Mr. Nixon has written a general account of their ways of life—the hive- 
makers, the diggers, the carpenters, the leaf-cutters, the parasites, and so on. It is 
addressed to laymen in simple, non-technical language which is pleasant to read, 
but the student could find no better introduction to this important group of Hymen- 
optera. The results of much recent research are included and there is plenty of first- 
hand observation. The drawings are beautifully done. (595°799) 


APPLIED SCIENCE 


Medical Sciences Public Health 


THE SECRET OF LIFE. The Human Machine and How it Works. 
Translated from the German by George Rosen from the original work by 
Dr. F. Kahn. Odhams Press, 15s. 1954. 224.cm. 640 pages. 460 illustrations. 
Glossary. Index. 


The layman and especially the young of both sexes will enjoy perusing the pages of 
this book for answers to perplexing questions about the workings of the human body. 
Anatomy and physiology are described in the simplest terms, and the intricate 
functions of each system are elucidated in such a way that their practical bearing 
— well-being and ill health is clearly brought out. The text is enlivened and 
illuminated by many photographs, microphotographs and fascinating drawings. (612) 


THE PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR’S HANDBOOK (Formerly 
The Sanitary Inspector’s Handbook). A Manual for Public Health Officers. Henry 
H. Clay, assisted by Ronald Williams. 8th edition, revised and enlarged. H. K. 
Lewis, 308. 1954. 224 cm. 628 pages. ror figures. Glossary. Index. 


This standard textbook, again thoroughly revised, meets the requirements of the 
recognised sanitary inspectors’ examinations, the relevant sections of the syllabus 
of 508 aduate Diploma in Public Health, and at the same time serves as a 
practi imme book for officers in the public health service. Major Clay 
summarises the law, outlines administrative procedure and fully and clearly elucidates 


the technical aspects of each branch of sanitary inspection. He discusses in correct 
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balance and a straightforward style subjects as varied as premises, smoke abatement, 
food and infectious disease control, infestation, and elementary vital statistics. Line 
drawings usefully augment the text, whose format and print are admirable. (614-7) 


FINDLAY’S RECENT ADVANCES IN CHEMOTHERAPY. Vol. Ill. 
Antibiotics. F. C. O. Valentine and R. A. Shooter. 3rd edition. Churchill, 27s.6d. 
1954. 21 cm. 300 pages. § plates. 2 graphs. Tables. Index. 


With this volume the authors, respectively Reader in Chemotherapy and Reader in 
Bacteriology, University of London, conclude the late Dr. Findlay’s work in this 
series. It assembles, in an acceptable form for physicians and research workers, basic 
principles and modern methods of treatment with references to classical and key 
literature. Five chapters, including one on the chemotherapy of tuberculosis, are 
devoted to a study of the characteristics of the drugs, their history, action, pharma- 
cology and toxicity. Resistance and general principles are then carefully considered 
before the authors discuss in detail and assess the value of antibiotics in the treatment 
of bacterial, rickettsial and viral infections. (615°) 


PRELIMINARY ELECTRICITY FOR THE PHYSIOTHERAPIST. 
Brenda Savage. Faber, 21s. 1954. 224 cm. 326 pages. 191 figures. Index. 


Miss Savage writes for students sitting for the Preliminary Examination of the 
Chartered Society of Physiotherapy. She discusses clearly and fully the principles 
of electricity, and describes in general terms the uses, methods of application, and 
effects of low and high frequency currents and of radiations. Many diagrams augment 
the careful descriptions of the action of currents and the various types of apparatus 
and their accessories. Miss Savage hopes to deal with practical electrotherapy in a 
second volume. (615-8) 


LECTURES ON GENERAL PATHOLOGY delivered at the Sir William 
Dunn School of Pathology, University of Oxford. Edited by Sir Howard Florey. 
Lloyd-Luke, 63s. 1954. 244 cm. 748 pages. 4 colour plates. Numerous illustrations 
in text. Diagrams. Tables. Indexes. 


These thirty-seven lectures were delivered to medical students between their year 
in the Honour School of Physiology and their clinical studies. They have been 
collected in this handsome volume in the hope that they will stimulate students 
and their seniors to adopt an experimental approach to clinical medicine and surgery. 
Here the lecture background is a distinct advantage; each of the ten lecturers is a 
master in imparting some of his own erudition and special interest in his subject to 
students and this facility he conveys to the text. The volume does not cover the 
whole of general pathology; its theme is, in the widest sense, the nature and cause 
of the body’s reaction to injury. (616-01) 


FRENCH’S INDEX OF DIFFERENTIAL DIAGNOSIS. 7th edition. 
Edited by Arthur H. Douthwaite. Wright (Bristol), 105s. 1954. 26 cm. 1,058 pages. 
Portrait. 731 figures (200 in colour). Index. 

The Senior Physician, Guy’s eagle London, has successfully carried through the 

formidable task of reconstructing and revising a reference book whose previous 

editions have been highly re by medical men throughout the world. Of the 

seventeen distinguished contributors many have written entirely new sections, to 

include the many advances in diagnosis. The material, as before, is arranged alpha- 

betically by symptoms, each symptom being described in an article which indicates 
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how, in arriving at a correct diagnosis, to differentiate between the various conditions 
in which that symptom presents itself. The detailed general index lists, under each 
disease, the main distinguishing symptoms. The articles, all signed, are authoritative 
and straightforward, their arrangement facilitates quick reference, and the illustrations 
give substantial aid in diagnosis. (616-07) 


MAXILLO-FACIAL LABORATORY TECHNIQUE AND FACIAL 
PROSTHESIS. Stanley Brasier. Kimpton, 31s.6d. 1954. 25$cm. 244 pages. 
291 illustrations. Plan. Index. 


For the soundness of the methods described and the clarity of the style, Sir William 
Kelsey Fry specially commends this, the only British reference work and textbook 
for technicians and student technicians working in the prosthetic laboratories of 
maxillo-facial units. It is efficiently illustrated and well produced. Mr. Brasier 
describes in great detail every stage of preparing the prosthesis, whether splints, 
jaw exercisers, saliva traps, skull plates and the various facial prostheses, from 
processing the material to advice to the patient when the appliance is fitted. A 
chapter is included, with plans and photographs, on the layout of the Chepstow 
Maxillo-Facial Centre. (617) 


PROGRESS IN CLINICAL SURGERY. Edited by Rodney Smith. 
Churchill, 36s. 1954. 24cm. 424 pages. 112 illustrations. Tables. Bibliography. 
Index. 


A brilliant team has collaborated with Mr. Smith, Surgeon to St. George’s Hospital, 
London, in this authoritative work for post-graduates studying for the final 
F.R.C.S. examination and for young surgeons. By a judicious choice of material, it 
fills the gap between the general approach of surgical textbooks and the more 
specialised knowledge required in the Fellowship. Fields of surgery in which, during 
the last decade or so, progress has been marked or opinions have changed are dealt 
with in detail, while others, of which standard descriptions are readily available 
elsewhere, are omitted. For example, surgery of heart, cranium, oesophagus and 
pancreas figure here, but appendicitis and renal calculi do not. Among many other 
diverse topics discussed are techniques in fluid replacement and anaesthesia, ulcerative 
colitis, hypertension, splenectomy and the injured hand. The book is well written 
and documented. (617) 


PRESERVATION AND TRANSPLANTATION OF NORMAL 
TISSUES. Edited by G. E. W. Wolstenholme and Margaret P. Cameron, 
assisted by Joan Etherington. Churchill, 25s. 1954. 21 cm. 248 pages. 42 illus- 
trations. 13 figures. Tables. Indexes. (CIBA Foundation Symposium) 


The papers and discussions of a distinguished international team, which met in 
March 1953 to report on their progress in this fascinating field of study, are collected 
here for research workers and surgeons, ophthalmologists, endocrinologists and 
stock breeders who have to apply such experiments as those recorded here. 
Biological, biophysical, pathological, physiological, immunological and adminis- 
trative aspects are exhaustively surveyed and discussed, as they relate to the storage 
and transplantation of endocrine tissues, spermatozoa, blood, skin, nerves, arteries and 
cornea. Specially valuable are the discussions which air the problems arising from 
the papers and the references to important literature, since they represent views 
from different countries. (617-95) 
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Engineering: Drawing 
FORM IN ENGINEERING DESIGN. The Study of Appearance during 


Design and Development. J. Beresford-Evans. Oxford University Press, 10s.6d. 
1954. 22 cm. 96 pages. 9 plates. 44 illustrations in text. Tables. Index. 


‘It is the engineering draughtsman, not the artist designer, who determines the shapes 
of most of the things we live with. . . .” These opening words of the author’s preface 
set the theme of this book, which is a clear and concise exposition of fundamentals. 
The author emphasises the growing importance of the study of appearance during 
the early stages of design and development of a product—an increasingly potent 
sales factor, particularly in the export market—and his book can confidently be 
recommended for careful study both by draughtsmen and management. (620-04) 


— Electrical 


TELEVISION RECEIVER SERVICING. Vol. 1. Time-Base Circuits. 
E. A. W. Spreadbury. Iliffe for ‘Wireless and Electrical Trader’, 21s. 1954. 224 cm. 
310 pages. 31 photographs. 167 figures. Index. 

This book presupposes a knowledge of servicing of radio receivers and is thus 

supplementary to previous books which have dealt purely with radio. Two volumes 

have been planned, of which the first deals with time-base circuits of all types; 

Volume II, when published, will deal with receiver and power supply circuits. 

Clear and easily read, the present volume should prove of great value to those 

dealers and servicemen who now find that they have to extend their activities into 

the field of television. (621-3883) 


—— Transport 


THE RHEOLOGY OF NON-AQUEOUS SUSPENSIONS. P. J. 
Rigden for the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research: Road Research 
Laboratory. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s. 1954. 244 cm. $6 pages. 2 plates. 21 figures. 
10 tables. Bibliography. Paper covers. (Road Research Technical Paper, No. 28) 

This study of the rheological properties of mixtures of powders with non-aqueous 

liquids arose from investigations into the mechanical properties of dense bituminous 

mixtures used for the surfacing of roads. The problem was to relate the flow properties 
of the powder/liquid mixture to the amount and physical characteristics of the 
powder, particularly when it was present in high concentrations. The paper 
summarises the more fundamental aspects of the investigations under the headings: 
the flow properties of solid-in-liquid suspensions; the void structure of packed 
powders; and correlation of voids fraction and mean pore radius with rheological 
behaviour. (625-7) 


—— Motor Vehicles 


TRADER HANDBOOK, 1954. A Legal, Technical and Buying Guide for 
the Motor, Motor Cycle and Cycle Trades. 48th edition. Trader Publishing Co., 
12s.6d. 1954. 21} cm. 516 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 


This comprehensive handbook should be of use to overseas buyers wishing to 
contact British suppliers. Following a Legal Guide, the main sections are: Technical 
and General (Motor); Technical and General (Motor Cycle and Cycle); Transport 
Service Equipment; Buyers’ Guide; Proprictary Names of Products, with names of 
makers; and Trade Addresses. The information has been brought up to date and the 
book appears in a new format. (629-2058) 
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Agriculture 
FARMER IN THE WESTERN ISLES. David Mackenzie. Faber, 18s. 1954. 
22$ cm. 208 pages. 26 photographs. 7 text figures. Diagram. Endpaper map. 
Bibliography. Index. 
After struggling for eight years to make a derelict hill farm on the Isle of Mull a 
paying proposition, David Mackenzie and his wife record the measure of their 
success, which, taking everything into account, is considerable. Their rewards 
include a modest living and a healthy life, a herd of pedigree attested Galloway 
cattle, one of the few Breeder’s Grade poultry flocks in Scotland, and the satisfaction 
of knowing they have achieved an object which few other people would care to 
tackle. Mr. Mackenzie writes in a light-hearted, practical vein which will appeal 
to the general reader; on the other hand his experiences in marrying modern methods 
of husbandry with nature-in-the-raw should be of considerable interest to those 
concerned with marginal and hill farming. (630-941) 


SOIL. G. V. Jacks. Nelson, 12s.6d. 1954. 20} cm. 232 pages. 15 illustrations (6 in 
colour). 7 figures (including 4 maps). Tables. Bibliography. Index. (Nelson’s 
Agriculture Series) 

The author, who is Director of the Commonwealth Bureau of Soil Science, 

Rothamsted, writes principally for the practical farmer and agricultural student. 

He outlines in simple language the basic properties of all soils and shows how they 

vary according to the conditions under which they were formed. All aspects of soil 

fertility are considered, special emphasis being laid on the effects: of cultivations, 
manuring and other everyday farm operations. Other chapters concern soil and land 
classification and the all-important subject of erosion. A final chapter gives a brief 

history of British soils, but the book as a whole is universal in scope. (631-4) 


INSECTICIDES AND COLONIAL AGRICULTURAL DEVELOP- 
MENT. Proceedings of the Sixth Symposium of the Colston Research Society 
held in the University of Bristol March 23rd-27th, 1953. Edited by T. Wallace 
and J. T. Martin. Butterworth, 30s. 1954. 254. cm. 180 pages. 9 photographs. 9 
diagrams. 3 tables. Bibliography. (Colston Papers, Vol. V1) 


Consisting of sixteen papers read by leading Colonial entomologists and British 
scientists and research workers, and full reports of the discussions arising from them, 
this book reviews progress made so far with insect pest control in Colonial agri- 
culture. The subjects cover a wide range of problems, representative of widely 
separated areas. They include locust control; the specific problems of cotton and all the 
major crops of East and West Africa and the Caribbean area; insect pests of livestock; 
damage by insects to foodstuffs in transit and storage; methods of applying insecticides, 
and the problems of the manufacturer in formulating and supplying insecticides for 
use in the tropics. Losses through insect pests in Colonial agriculture are estimated at 
over £100 millions annually; the need for developing modern methods of control 
is therefore urgent, and this timely and important book should receive world-wide 
attention. (632-9) 


Fruit Growing 

FRUIT ALL THE YEAR ROUND. Roy Genders. Faber, 16s. 1954. 224 cm. 
246 pages. 24 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 

A work of popular appeal to amateur and semi-professional growers, written 

especially for those with country estates, allotments or large gardens, where there 


330 








~~ = & = 


ma 2a ee 2 B.. Soe i. 











is scope to be self-supporting so far as fruit is concerned. The introduction of new 
varieties of early and late cropping soft fruits, together with efficient storage of 
tree fruit for the midwinter period, makes fruit all the year round quite possible. 
With twenty years’ experience behind him as a market grower, Roy Genders is in 
a position to hand on a wealth of practical information on all aspects of growin 
and storing stone and soft fruits, tomatoes and mushrooms. (634 


CIDER APPLE PRODUCTION. B. T. P. Barker for the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries. 2nd edition. H.M. Stationery Office, 3s. 1954. 244 cm. 
68 pages. 17 illustrations. 4 tables. Paper covers. (Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries Bulletin, No. 104) 

A revised edition of a bulletin that appeared in 1937, incorporating the results of 

important changes. It has sections on the cider industry; site, soil and climate; trees 

and rootstocks; classification and selection of varieties; planning and planting; soil 
management and manuring; pruning; control of pests and diseases; renovation of 

existing orchards; harvesting and storage of fruit; and bush tree plantations. (634-1) 


Horticulture 

THE PROFITABLE CULTURE OF VEGETABLES for Market- 
Gardeners, Small-holders and Others. Thomas Smith. 3rd edition edited and 
revised by Jeffrey Rhodes. Longmans, 25s. 1954. 224 cm. 332 pages. 86 illustrations. 
Tables. Glossary, Bibliography. Index. 


The present edition of this popular standard work has been revised and edited by 
Jeffrey Rhodes, a Provincial Horticultural Advisory Officer in the National 
Agricultural Advisory Service, with some assistance from the author, and it brings 
the subject completely up to date. Apart from giving full information on the 
cultivation and propagation of all the different vegetables commonly grown in 
temperate climates, this book goes rather more fully into questions of soil fertility 
and specific horticultural techniques than others of its kind. (635) 


THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF GARDEN WORK AND TERMS. 
A. G. L. Hellyer. Collingridge, 21s. 1954. 21 cm. 288 pages. Numerous illustrations. 


Designed as a companion to Sanders’ Encyclopaedia of Gardening, this should prove 
an invaluable reference book for gardeners, amateur and professional. Good layout 
and copious illustrations (one or more photographs, diagrams or drawings on nearly 
every page) make it a pleasant as well as a profitable book to consult for definitions 
of botanical and horticultural terms, up-to-date information (including causes, 
diagnosis, cure and prevention) on plant diseases and pests and how, when and what 
fertilisers to apply, together with admirably clear instructions on how best to 
perform every type of gardening operation from the simplest to the most 
complicated. (635-03) 


Floristry 
THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF FLORISTRY. Violet Stevenson. Colling- 
ridge, 21s. 1954. 224 cm. 160 pages. 53 photographs. 26 drawings in text. 

A guide for commercial florists to the flowers, foliage, equipment, tools and terms 
used in their trade. The entries for individual flowers indicate the best methods of 
preparation, wiring and arrangement, how to prolong their life and revive those 
already wilting, and the uses to which each can most suitably be put—church and 
Christmas decoration, chaplets, buttonholes, bouquets, wreaths, presentation 
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baskets, etc.—detailed instructions for the creation of which, with diagrams of 
work in progress and photographs of the finished articles, are included under the 
appropriate headings. (635-9) 


Lawn Craft 


PRACTICAL LAWN CRAFT and Management of Sports Turf. R. B. 
Dawson. 4th edition, revised. Crosby Lockwood, 21s. 1954. 22cm. 320 pages. 
57 photographs. 3 text figures. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. (Agri- 
cultural and Horticultural Series) 


First published in 1939, this book has been widely accepted as the most comprehensive 
of all works on the subject. This edition has undergone numerous corrections and 
modifications to bring the subject matter up to date and into line with present 
knowledge. Rather more attention is paid to sports grounds of various kinds. The 
major part of the book is concerned with the establishment of new turf and more 
especially with its upkeep, specific requirements of different classes of turf being 
dealt with in close detail, the range here including ornamental lawns, all classes of 
sports turf, polo grounds, racecourses, airfields and even cemeteries. A final section 
outlines turf upkeep in countries other than Great Britain. (635-93) 


Livestock Domestic Animals 


MY WILD FRIENDS. James Walton. Faber, 15s. 1954. 224m. 128 pages. 
96 photographs. 


Mr. Walton has a truly amazing flair for making friends with wild aniamls and a 
special preference for the larger cats. His straightforward, if slightly anecdotal, 
narrative tells how he graduated during the years from foxes and badgers to lions 
and leopards. His technique is an exhaustive and laborious studying of his pets, so 
that he may eventually understand their reactions and behaviour sufficiently to be 
accepted by them as a companion. His success after many years’ experience goes 
far beyond what one would believe possible, and if any readers are inclined to doubt 
the degree of intimacy he achieved, excellent photographs are there to reassure 
them. (636) 


SILAGE FERMENTATION. A. J. G. Barnett. Butterworth, 27s.6d. 1954. 
22$ cm. 218 pages. §2 illustrations. 55 tables. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 
The author, who is Lecturer in Agricultural Biochemistry in the University of 
Aberdeen, reviews the whole question of silage in relation to its interest as a subject 
of scientific study. A general description of different types of silos and preservation 
methods is given in the first place as these variations influence the biochemical 
changes which are later fully discussed. Laboratory and field investigation techniques, 
both original and modern, are also dealt with at some length. Chapters on the 
various aspects of the fermentation process, nutritive values, determination of 
digestibility etc. are of a highly technical nature, the whole work being intended 
primarily for students and technicians. (636-085) 


THE DEXTER COW and Cattle Keeping on a Small Scale. W. R. Thrower. 
Faber, 18s. 1954. 22$ cm. 200 pages. 12 photographs. 17 text figures. Index. 

A practical guide for anyone concerned with keeping cattle on a limited acreage, 

from a single house-cow kept in an orchard to a small self-contained herd on a 

smallholding. Dr. Thrower writes as a Dexter enthusiast, having built up a well- 

known herd himself from small beginnings, and he makes sound claims for this, 
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the smallest of all breeds of cattle. His book also contains much useful information 
of general interest—the question of the best breed to keep being left out of it— 
including notes on buying stock, their housing, feeding, and management for milk 
and beef (the Dexter being a dual-purpose animal). In addition there are many 
useful hints on how to secure maximum production from limited acreages. (636-22) 


Beekeeping 
BEES TO THE HEATHER. Stanley B. Whitchead. Faber, 12s.6d. 1954. 
22} cm. 96 pages. 8 plates. 20 text figures (including map). Index. 

This practical guide to migratory beekeeping, by the author of Honey Bees and their 
Management, describes the heather plant and its honey flow, and then gives detailed 
advice on hive construction, the transport of bees to and from the moors, and 
the extraction of heather honey. A final chapter outlines the special qualities of the 
product and there are useful appendix notes on the geography of heather moors 
and on specialised hive construction. (638-12) 


Cookery 
FOOD IN ENGLAND. Dorothy Hartley. Macdonald, 30s. 1954. 234m. 
676 pages. 21 illustrations. Numerous illustrations in text. Bibliography. Index. 


In this comprehensive survey of every kind of food and drink in England from the 
earliest times until today—what was eaten, how it was prepared and served— 
the author traces the effect of different types of fuel on regional cookery, describes the 
actual methods of roasting, boiling, preserving, etc. down the ages and the utensils 
used, and gives in every section numerous traditional and regional recipes, many 
of them still practicable for use today. Quotations from old cookery books, the 
poets and historians, and line drawings and reproductions of contemporary prints 
bring the kitchens of the past and their inhabitants vividly before the eye. (641-5942) 


Typography 

THE USE OF TYPE. The Practice of Typography. John R. Biggs. Blandford 
Press, 358. 1954. 25 cm. 220 pages. 182 illustrations of layout, including 64 pages 
in black and red or black and blue, and sections on newsprint, art-paper, etc. 
Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 


Mr. Biggs’s skill in exposition is well illustrated in this book. He begins at the 
beginning, with definitions of typography, and takes the student carefully, step by 
step, through the mental and physical processes involved in choosing type for any 
specified purpose; spacing, use of initials, rules, fleurons, etc.; book-work; 
advertising; making a layout and doing the lettering for it; the tools and materials 
needed by the typographer; the use of colour; paper and press-work; problems of 
casting-off and of ‘Getting Ideas’. The layouts illustrated are a course of instruction 
in themselves. (655-25) 


Manufactures: Metal 

DENSENING AND CHILLING IN FOUNDRY WORK: Ferrous 
and Non-Ferrous Casting. Edward Longden. Griffin, 28s. 1954. 234 cm. 190 pages. 
Frontispiece. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 

A practical treatise containing authoritative information for application to the 

foundry. No attempt is made at a detailed treatment of theories of heat transfer and 

metal solidification, but a wide range of examples of the practical use of chills 
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and denseners is given. Moulding arrangements and chill procedure are described 
for a number of chilled castings with special attention to chilled rolls. There are 
sections on the influence of elements on structure and heat conductivity of metals, 
and of normal moulding materials on soundness of iron castings. Typical micro- 
structures are illustrated. There are useful tables of hardness, shrinkage and melting 
points for various alloys; but the figure for the freezing range of cast iron given in 
Table 8 would apply only to irons containing appreciable percentages of 
phosphorus. (671-25) 


FUNDAMENTALS OF THE WORKING OF METALS. G. Sachs. 
Pergamon Press, 30s. 1954. 224 cm. 166 pages. Plates. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
Bibliography. Index. 

Applicable to the commercial fields of processing metallic materials and the fabri- 

cating of these into more complex finished products, this reasonably elementary 

book presents the basic factors which determine the success or failure of forming 
operations. The author, Research Professor and Director of Metallurgical Research 

Laboratories, Syracuse University, New York, briefly discusses the effects of 

temperature, speed, grain structure, relations between chemical composition, phase 

changes and forming characteristics, types of failure encountered, basic types of 
forming methods and progressive fabricating. His book summarises a large field 
and should therefore be valuable to students as a ‘bird’s-eye view’ and to practical 
engineers in need of a concise reference work. Most of the material has previously 
appeared in the Modern Industrial Press. (671-3) 


—— Steel 


THE MANUFACTURE AND PROPERTIES OF STEEL WIRE. 
(Stahldraht.) Anton Pomp. Translated from the 2nd German edition by C. P. 
Bernhoeft. Wire Industry, 84s. 1954. 24cm. 372 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
Tables. Bibliography. 

Professor Pomp has covered a wide field with considerable success, the sections 

dealing with annealing, patenting, heat treatment and the effect of drawing on 

the properties of the wire being particularly comprehensive. By comparison, those 
parts of the book which deal with the theory of deformation within the wire seem 
to do so almost summarily, but this is, of course, inevitable in a work meant 
primarily for the technologist. Only rarely does the text appear to have suffered by 
translation, though one wonders whether it is translator or printer who is responsible 
for confusing the word plastic with elastic on page 74. (672-84) 


—— Paper 

THE PAPER MAKERS’ AND MERCHANTS’ DIRECTORY OF 
ALL NATIONS, 1954. 61st edition. Business Publications, 35s. 1954. 224 cm. 
630 pages. Tables. 


Full details are supplied on all matters connected with the paper trade, including 
British paper trade associations and journals, details of mills in England and Wales, 
Scotland and Northern Ireland, and an alphabetical section on paper, pulp and board 
mills in foreign countries, Dominions and Colonies. There are sections on: Paper 
Merchants and Wholesale Stationers; Overseas Paper, Pulp and Board Agents; 
British Export Shippers of Paper; and Watermarks in Current Use. Others deal with 
waste-paper and rag merchants, paper-bag makers and similar trades. There is also 
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a useful Classified List of Equipment, Supplies and Services, and a section on Mill 
Products, classified by goods produced and arranged alphabetically according to 
country. (676-2058) 


Building Construction 

FIRE HAZARD OF INTERNAL LININGS. D. Hird and C. F. Fischl 
for the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research and Fire Offices’ 
Committee (Joint Fire Research Organization). H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.3d. 
1954. 244m. 16 pages. 4 plates. Diagrams. Tables. Paper covers. (National 
Building Studies: Special Report, No. 22) 

When used in certain ways some kinds of building boards can contribute to the 

rapid spread of fire in buildings; it is essential to know where they may be used 

with safety. This report describes the results of experiments that have been carried 

out to show how common types of board might be expected to behave in actual 


fires. (691-9) 


ARTS AND RECREATION 


THE ART AND ANTIQUE RESTORERS’ HANDBOOK. A 
Dictionary of Materials and Processes used in the Restoration and Preservation 
of all kinds of Works of Art. George Savage. Rockliff, 15s. 1954. 22cm. 
146 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

A useful handbook of practical guidance. The entries are arranged alphabetically 

and give details of the cleaning, restoring: preserving and pest-treatment of wood- 

work, upholstery, drawings, prints, paintings, china, glass, silver, and other objects. 

Although primarily a reference book, the longer articles on Painting, Upholstery, 

Materials, etc. make interesting reading in themselves. There is not much literature 

available on the physical conservation of antiques, and this book will be welcomed 

by collectors. (700) 


Architecture 

A DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH DOMESTIC ARCHITECTURE. 
A. L. Osborne. Country Life, 21s. 1954. 26 cm. 112 pages. Numerous illustrations 
by the author. Chronological table. 


The scope of this book is best explained in the architect-author’s own words. His 
intention has been ‘to provide an introduction to the subject . . . acceptable to students 
and amateurs, setting out in a simple and straightforward way the basic grammar 
of history, planning, structure, ornament and design through the definition of a 
large number of terms in general use, linked with a series of essays and illustrated 
with specially prepared drawings’. He has carried out his task admirably and the 
result is something far more exciting than the title suggests. Here, in fact, is a 
thoroughly readable and practical reference book. A chronological table of periods 
supplements the text and instructions. (728-0942) 


Drawing 

DAUMIER, CARICATURIST. Henry James. Rodale Press, 5s. 1954. 20 cm. 
40 pages. 18 illustrations. (Miniature Books) 

A sensitively written essay on the French artist and caricaturist Honoré Daumier ~ 

(1808-79), more especially in his latter role as a somewhat acid commentator on 
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the social types to be seen in the Paris of Louis-Philippe. A brief but pleasant addition 
to Daumier studies and to the literature of caricature. Daumier’s lithographs are 
reproduced on papers of similar colours—pale greens, yellows and buffs—to the 
originals. (741°5) 


Lettering 


MODERN LETTERING AND CALLIGRAPHY. Edited by Rathbone 
Holme and Kathleen M. Frost. Studio Publications, 25s. 1954. 29} cm. 144 pages. 
Numerous illustrations (some in colour). Index. 


Designed as a sequel to Lettering of Today (1937), this book provides a survey of 
lettering in commercial art since 1945. The text is divided into four sections, each 
written by a specialist: Calligraphy, by Mervyn C. Oliver; Modern Lettering in 
Book Production, by Ruari McLean; Lettering in Association with Architecture, 
by George Mansell; and Lettering in Advertising, by Frederick A. Horn. Inter- 
spersed in the text are numerous pages reproducing a wide selection of representative 
examples of lettering in current use. The book thus serves the double purpose of 
providing models for alnhabets, and showing current trends in lettering 
design. (745°6) 


Furniture 

THE DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH FURNITURE FROM THE 
MIDDLE AGES TO THE LATE GEORGIAN PERIOD. Percy 
Macquoid and Ralph Edwards. 2nd edition revised and enlarged by Ralph 
Edwards. 3 vols. Country Life, £31.10s.0d. the set. 1954. 39 cm. 358:392:382 
pages. Over 3,000 illustrations (43 in colour). 


This key reference book on English furniture first appeared in 1924-27. There have 
since been extensive researches into problems of historical furniture design and 
many new names of furniture makers, with documented examples of their work, 
have come to light. The Dictionary has now been drastically revised by Mr. 
Edwards, the surviving partner of the original team and present Keeper of the 
Department of Woodwork, Victoria and Albert Museum, London. Entries are 
arranged in alphabetical order, some of them being very long, e.g. Chairs, in volume 
one, covers 100 pages and has over 300 illustrations. A special feature of this edition 
is the generous allowance of photographs, so that many examples of the same type 
of furniture are shown. The production is excellent; the Dictionary is not only the 
indispensable work on English furniture but a fine de luxe collector’s piece. (749-22) 


Painting 
PIETRO ANNIGONI. Introduction by Charles Richard Cammell. Batsford, 
63s. 1954. 30cm. 42 pages. 50 plates (2 in colour). List of plates. 
Pietro Annigoni (b. Milan, 1910) is one of the most interesting contemporary 
Italian painters, well known abroad as well as in his own country. His landscapes and 
portraits, in which latter field he specialises, are characterised by remarkable technical 
ifts and a realisation of detail reminiscent of the Pre-Raphaelite painters. In this 
picture-book’ examples of his striking art are well produced. The introduction by 
Mr. Cammell is somewhat overwritten, but stresses the links between Annigoni’s 
style and concepts and those of the Italian painters of the sixteenth to seventeenth 
centuries. As a ‘realist’ painter, Annigoni is a significant example of the recent trend 
away from abstraction in art. (759°5) 
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Photography 

PHOTOGRAPHY. Theory and Practice. L. P. Clerc. Edited by A. Kraszna- 
Krausz. 3rd edition, revised. Pitman, 70s. 1954. 254.cm. 624 pages. Numerous 
illustrations. Tables. Index. 


In addition to his activities as scientific consultant to industry, teacher, lecturer and 
author, L. P. Clerc has been for over thirty years editor of Sciences et Industries 
Photographiques. La Technique Photographique was first published in 1926, and is at 
present in its fifth French edition, new matter from which has been incorporated 
in this third English edition, which is a masterpiece of technical translation and a 
most complete and authoritative volume, dealing with every aspect of photography, 
its apparatus, processes, and applications. The sections on processing and colour 
have been given far more space. The need for revision, due to recent progress, 
required the assistance of no less than seventeen scientists to rewrite and revise 
chapters covering their own fields of work. (770) 


THE BRITISH JOURNAL PHOTOGRAPHIC ALMANAC, 1954. 
Edited by Arthur J. Dalladay, Greenwood, ss. boards; 7s.6d. cloth. 1954. 19 cm. 
620 pages. 32 photographs. Illustrations and diagrams in text. Tables. Glossary. 
Index. 


Much authoritative commentary on the progress of photography is contained in 
the ninety-fifth edition of this well-known almanac. In addition to the usual volume 
of information covering tables, formulae, optical data and technical terms, there 
are thirty-two pages of gravure pictures of modern work by leading exhibitors, 
and a number of articles by experts, as well as sections on the year’s progress in 
colour photography, new photographic apparatus and materials, and information 
on textbooks. The editorial article is on The Seven Ages of Photography. (770-58) 


The Theatre 


SHAKESPEAREAN STAGE PRODUCTION THEN AND NOW. 
Cécile de Banke. Hutchinson, 25s. 1954. 24cm. 312 pages. 19 illustrations. 
Numerous line drawings in text. Musical examples. Bibliography. Discography. 
Index. 

First published in New York, this is a history of Shakespearean production, from 

Elizabethan times to the present, designed for practical use. The author is both 

scholar and producer, and has compiled from her own experience and the works of 

theatrical historians a book that is, as Hugh Miller writes in his foreword, ‘a treasure- 
house of information for the student, the young producer and the craftsman of the 
stage’. Its four parts deal in turn with staging, actors and acting, costume, and music 
and dancing, each section relating past with present. The costume charts and designs, 
the steps of Elizabethan dances and the music for songs and dances are all of much 
practical help. (792) 


Sports and Games 

GOLF. Bernard Darwin. Burke, 21s. 1954. 224 cm. 244 pages. 17 illustrations 
(4 in colour). Bibliography. Index. (Pleasures of Life) 

This is not an exposition of the art of playing golf, but an anthological treatment 

of some of the factors contributing to the interest or pleasure of the game—Links, 

Clubs, Great Matches, the Open Championship, Caddies, Temperament, Cures, 

Ladies’ Golf and so on—in compiling which the author has drawn on many books 
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by distinguished golfers, professional and amateur, including a number of his own. 
Mr. Darwin evokes the charms of the game with his customary urbanity and 
enables his readers to enjoy vicariously many exciting moments in the contests of 
the past. (796-35) 


MORE GOLF SECRETS. H. A. Murray. Elliot (Kingswood, Surrey), 6s. 1954. 
19 cm. 140 pages. 14 diagrams. Index. (Right Way Books) 

This book and its predecessor, The Golf Secret, together constitute a reliable 

exposition of the art of golf, based on sound anatomical and mechanical principles. 

They merit study by every golfer, whether rabbit or tiger; and should be of special 

value to the teaching professional. (796-35) 


LITERATURE 
English Poetry 


W. B. YEATS. G. S. Fraser. Longmans, 2s. 1954. 214m. 40 pages. Portrait 
frontispiece. Bibliography. Paper covers. (Bibliographical Supplements to “British 
Book News’) 

Mr. Fraser devotes his essay mainly to Yeats’s poetry and regards his plays and 

prose as secondary achievements. He concentrates especial attention on the late 

poetry and reminds us how slowly Yeats’s great reputation was won: even such 
distinguished critics as Messrs. Pound, Eliot and Murry all in their youth seriously 
underestimated him. Although Yeats was magnificently impervious to ‘what the 
age demanded’, he remains, Mr. Fraser contends, a truly universal poet, the last 
of the great Romantics, and the only one besides Byron possessing the gift of wit. 
This study excels in elucidating the ideas underlying Yeats’s mature poetry and in 
relating them to his character. (821-9) 


A CHARM AGAINST THE TOOTHACHE. John Heath-Stubbs. 
Methuen, 7s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 48 pages. 


Mr. Heath-Stubbs has gained a reputation as a writer of poems learned in subject 
and magnificent in manner. He takes themes from legend and literature and—using 
words as gold, silver and richly-dyed threads—retells them in the form of 
embroideries that scintillate and glow and please by their fastidious design. There 
are many such poems in this book and we are grateful for them—but we are not 
so grateful for the few poems that indicate a new tendency in Mr. Heath-Stubbs’s 
art—the direct expression of personal concerns. These seem lack-lustre beside the 
shining texture of his other poems. (821-9) 


English Drama 


THE POETRY OF SHAKESPEARE’S PLAYS. F. E. Halliday. 
Duckworth, 15s. 1954. 224 cm. 196 pages. Facsimile. Index. 


An account of the main features of Shakespeare’s poetic art as it developed through 
his career. The method is descriptive rather than critical, and the criteria Mr. Halliday 
applies need definition and, sometimes, defence: not everybody will share his faith 
in the analysis of vowel and consonant sounds as a means of assessing poetic merit, 
nor is it easy to accept without question such an assumption as ‘too rhetorical to be 
dramatic’. Nevertheless, Mr. Halliday is an acute observer and makes many 
stimulating suggestions. His book will appeal both to the specialist and to the 
general reader. (822-3) 
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SHAKESPEARE SURVEY 7. An Annual Survey of Shakespearean Study 
and Production. Edited by Allardyce Nicoll. Cambridge University Press, 18s. 
1954. 25$.cm. 176 pages. 26 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 


The main (but not the only) theme of this issue is Shakespeare’s Style and Language, 
perspicaciously introduced by M. C. Bradbrook in Fifty Years of the Criticism of 
Shakespeare’s Style: A Retrospect, and by Gladys D. Willcock in Shakespeare and 
Elizabethan English. George Rylands writes on The Poet and the Player, Mario 
Praz on Shakespeare’s Italy, and T. C. Kemp on Acting Shakespeare: Modern 
Tendencies in Playing and Production. The other items include critical surveys of 
performances in the U.K. and of the year’s contributions to Shakespeare studies, 
and a notable contribution by J. Dover Wilson: The New Way with Shakespeare’s 
Texts: An Introduction for Lay Readers which has great value also for young 
students. (822-3) 


English Fiction 
DEFOE. James Sutherland. Longmans for the British Council, 2s. 1954. 214 cm. 
40 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. Paper covers. (Bibliographical 
Supplements to ‘British Book News’) 
In this effective survey of the life and work of Daniel Defoe (16602-1731) Professor 
Sutherland has chosen sufficient examples from Defoe’s controversial and fictional 
writing to bring out his character, his aims, and the spirit and literary qualities of his 
work that have given it permanence. Defoe’s journalistic and controversial writing 
shows him imbued with a sense of personal mission which he conducted indefatigably 
against the abuses of his time. It reveals a vital interest in and first-hand knowledge 
of persons and events and illustrates a colloquial intelligibility that made him one of 
the greatest English journalists. The analysis of extracts from Defoe’s fiction illustrates 
his technique in the use of detail, his book knowledge and his sense of character in 
giving his novels the air of truth. (823-5) 


English Essays 
OUR SENSE OF IDENTITY. A Book of Canadian Essays. Edited and 
with an introduction by Malcolm Ross. Ryerson Press (Toronto, Canada), $5-00. 

1954. 21} cm. 362 pages. 

A discerning labour of research has resulted in a stimulating anthology of selections 
by forty-two authors. The period covered is 1832-1953, the topics include colonial 
patriotism, hereditary titles, painting, politics, comics and race relations. Not a 
collection of old favourites but a major work of interpretation, it attempts to define 
and describe the character of a people still in the throes of collective growth. The 
editor’s expository introduction discusses Canada’s prudence, $0-50 nationalism, 
ironic awareness and restless diversity. ‘Some of the active elements of Canada are 
in this book. They are only fragments, indicators in a moving graph. Read out 
from them, in from them, as you will.’ (824-08C) 


English Satire 

ESSAYS IN SATIRE. Ronald A. Knox. Reprint. Sheed & Ward, 8s.6d. 
1954. 19 cm. 192 pages. 

The author tells us that the book is a practical answer to the question “Where can | 

get hold of that thing you wrote some years ago about such and such?’ Many 
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readers who may recall these essays will be glad to have them collected in one 
volume and those who come to them for the first time will be highly entertained 
by the brilliant wit and mature wisdom which they display. Among the number 
included are: Reunion All Round; Absolute and Abitofhell; A New Cure for 
Religion; A Ramble in Barsetshire; Jottings from a Psycho-Analyst’s Note- 
Book. (827-9) 


German Literature 


SELECTED WORKS. Vol. I. Prose. Rainer Maria Rilke. Translated from 
the German by G. Craig Houston. Introduction by J. B. Leishman, Hogarth Press, 
15S. 1954. 224 cm. 170 pages. 

The study of Rilke’s prose is an essential accompaniment to the study of his poetry, 

for his sensibility and perception could there be more directly expressed, though 

in language sometimes akin to poetry. Of his longer works we are here given the 
celebrated Cornet and both parts of the book on Rodin. These and the dozen shorter 
pieces included are all more or less contributions to Rilke’s spiritual autobiography, 
and, as such, help to an understanding of his peculiar quality as a poet. Mr. Leishman 
pays tribute to the late Miss Gertrude Craig Houston, who has so admirably translated 
these writings: she was one of the first in Britain to study the poet and to interpret 
him with real insight. (838-9) 


Latin Literature 


ACHILLEID. Statius. Edited with Introduction, Apparatus Criticus and Notes 
by O. A. W. Dilke. Cambridge University Press, 21s. 1954. 23 cm. 170 pages. 
Bibliography. Index. 

This is the first edition in English of Statius’ incomplete Achilleid, a work which 

exemplifies much that is best in the epic of the Silver Age of Roman poetry. Classical 

students will be grateful to Mr. Dilke, who is Lecturer in Humanity in the University 
of Glasgow, for this attractively printed book, which provides an authoritative text 
with an apparatus criticus followed by notes on the language and subject matter. 

A brief introduction on the standard pattern sets forth what the student needs to 

know about the life and work of the poet. (873) 


Greek Literature 


GREEK DRAMA FOR EVERYMAN. A companion volume to Greek 
Poetry for Everyman. F. L. Lucas. Dent, 21s. 1954. 22 cm. 480 pages. Endpaper 
maps. Notes. Bibliography. Index. 


This volume contains translations of Aeschylus’ Prometheus and Agamemnon, Sophocles’ 
Antigone and Oedipus the King, Euripides’ Hippolytus and Bacchae, and Aristophanes’ 
Clouds. The other plays of these dramatists are summarised with extracts, and the 
best fragments are given of lost plays by these authors and by others. Illuminating 
and refreshingly unpedantic critical comments are made on each author, and explana- 
tory notes given on the plays. Mr. Lucas traces the rise and development of Greek 
Tragedy and Comedy, describes the Greek theatre and production, comments on 
the criteria of classical translation, and explains his choice of metrical forms for his 
own translation. Mr. Lucas’s outstanding literary ability, poetic gift and graceful 
scholarship have produced a translation of a high order. There is little doubt that 
‘Everyman’ will find here a book he has long wanted. (882-08) 
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HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 


EVERYMAN’S DICTIONARY OF DATES. Compiled by C. Arnold- 
Baker and Anthony Dent. Dent, 15s. 1954. 20cm. 428 pages. (Everyman's 
Reference Library) 

This dictionary of 36,000 dates, covering world events from earliest times to the 

present day, consists of single subject articles and group entries. The former, of 

which there are over 8,000, deal, often at length, with matters of geographical, 
historical, literary and political interest, giving emphasis to the dates connected 
with these subjects. The group entries are mainly lists, as of famous men with their 
dates of birth and death and with a descriptive note. The systematic arrangement 
and the succinctly expressed information on a wide range of subjects make this a 
valuable reference book. (903) 


Travel and Topography 


CAPTAIN COOK’S VOYAGES OF DISCOVERY. Edited by John 
Barrow. Introduction by G. N. Pocock. Reprint. Dent, 7s. 1954. 18} cm. 
$06 pages. Bibliographical note. Index. (Everyman’s Library) 

A reprint (in the Everyman’s Library new format), of an edition first published in 

1906, and first furnished with Mr. Guy Pocock’s introduction in 1941. It should be 

emphasised that it is itself textually a reprint of John Barrow’s version of Cook’s 

Voyages, which was completed as early as 1860, and that the text of the narrative 

of the First and Second Voyages is Barrow’s compilation, only that of the Third 

and last Voyage being mainly Cook’s own. Pending the appearance of the definitive 
variorum text of Cook’s Journals, which is now under production by the Hakluyt 

Society, this conspectus, and The Voyages of Captian Cook edited by Christopher 

Lloyd in 1949, will serve usefully as an introduction to the achievements of the 

greatest scientific navigator of the eighteenth century. (910-45) 


SOPRANINO. Patrick Ellam and Colin Mudie. Hart-Davis, 16s. 1954. 21 cm. 
222 pages. 13 photographs. 6 maps and diagrams. 
Sopranino, the smallest of wind-instruments, seems a fit name to have bestowed 
on a craft just under twenty feet long, Bermuda-rigged, which was designed to 
be the smallest possible ocean cruiser, and to ride like a cork over the top of the 
roughest waves. Her lines drawn by Laurent Giles, the Sopranino proved herself 
completely, first in a race to Santander, which her owner joined surreptitiously, 
and then in a remarkable voyage, without a hitch, across the Atlantic (via the Canary 
Islands and the West Indies) to the United States. The story of the crossing is 
admirable in its sense and humour, and it is full of practical help to fellow-mariners. 
Full specifications of the remarkable little craft are given, and there are some very 
fair photographs included. (910-45) 


MASTER IN SAIL. James S. Learmont. 2nd edition, revised. Percival 
Marshall, 12s.6d. 1954. 224 cm. 228 pages. 13 plates (1 in colour). Endpaper map. 
Glossary. Index. 

Captain Learmont’s reminiscences were first published in 1950. Bred to the sea, 

he is the only man alive who has sailed from the Port of London both as Mate and 

as Master of a wind-jammer. Some of the most exciting days of his professional 
life were spent in the Pacific; they were full and happy. He writes with sailor-like 
clarity, and he must be one of the few who have ever succeeded (unaided) in getting 

a sailing-ship away after she has grounded on the Goodwin Sands. (910-45) 
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BARTHOLOMEW’S REFERENCE ATLAS OF GREATER 
LONDON covering the whole Metropolitan Police Area, with larger scale 
maps for Central London and index for quick location of over 51,000 names. 
gth edition, revised and enlarged. Bartholomew (Edinburgh), 42s. 1954. 234 cm. 
33 pages. 156 plates. Endpaper map. 324 pages of index. 

This edition of a most useful reference work has been considerably extended. It now 

maps Central London at ten inches, the County of London at four inches, and the 

Metropolitan Police Area and adjacent districts at two inches to the mile. The maps 

are clearly printed in colour, and names and details are notably legible. Reference 

to the maps from the index is simple and rapid, despite the repetition of popular 
names. In one or two instances, corrections to the maps have not kept up with 
recent developments, but none the less this is an indispensable and convenient aid 

to all who want to find their way about the area or locate any point in it. (912-421) 


IN THE HILLS OF BREADALBANE. V. A. Firsoff. Hale, 18s. 1954. 
224 cm. 270 pages. 45 photographs and 20 drawings by the author. Sketch map. 
Bibliography. Index. 

A valuable monograph and honest piece of work, based on detailed personal 

exploration and describing the geography, geology, scenery, climate, flora, and 

history of an area forty by twenty miles in the Central Highlands of Scotland, from 

Glen Lochy and Glen Falloch to Loch Tay, and from Glen Lyon to Glen Ogle, 

with Ben Lawers, Ben More, Stobinian, and Ben Lui as the principal summits (all 

between 3,700 and 4,000 feet in altitude). The chapters on the minerals and gem- 
stones, the rare alpines of Ben Lawers (a botanist’s paradise), the ski-ing facilities, 
and the new hydro-electric schemes are especially interesting, and the illustrations 
wholly admirable. (914°) 


ST. ANDREWS. Russell Kirk. Batsford, 21s. 1954. 23cm. 192 pages. $4 
illustrations. Map. Bibliographical note. Index. (British Cities and Towns) 


This book is well written, well illustrated and well indexed. The author explores 
with scholarship and zeal the three great interests of St. Andrews, church, university 
and golf. He brings to life again figure after figure from St. Rule to our contempo- 
raries. He pleads vigorously for the preservation of those ancient buildings which 
give unique character to one of the most pleasant old cities in Britain. The chapter 
at the end on the recrudescence of the city and particularly of the vigorous academic 
life it now enjoys, completes a most interesting survey. (914°) 


THE NORTH-WESTERN HIGHLANDS. W. A. Poucher. Country 
Life, 30s. 1954. 284 cm. 128 pages, including 104 full-page photographs by the 
author. Endpaper map. Index. 

This work, by a well-known photographer of mountains, illustrates the desolate 

splendour of the remotest region of Great Britain—that part of the Scottish High- 

lands that lies to the north-west of the Great Glen. The text is free from purple 
passages, even somewhat austere. The descriptions of scenery are a fitting complement 
to the wonderful photographs, and there are practical details to help the planning 
of a tour, besides valuable hints for climbers and photographers, based on twenty 
years’ experience of the Highlands. (914:1) 
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THE CURIOUS TRAVELLER THROUGH LAKELAND. 
Historic Ways North from Kendal and Cartmel to Keswick and Penrith. Jessica 
Lofthouse. Hale, 18s. 1954. 22} cm. 200 pages. Drawings by the author. Sketch 
map. Index. 


An account of sketching rambles undertaken by the author (a Lancastrian lecturer 
on local history) in 1949-51. In the main she follows the routes taken by her pre- 
decessors and quotes freely from their descriptions. The book is an excellent 
introduction for those wishing to explore Lakeland on foot and avoid its motor 
traffic—especially if they are interested in its literary associations, the old farm- 
houses and inns, and the local people with their traditions and customs. Hill-climbers 
are not catered for, and the western part of the district is ignored. (914-2) 


A MONTH IN PARIS. Mrs. Robert Henrey. Dent, 16s. 1954. 22 cm. 
250 pages. Portrait frontispiece (in colour). 
Back in the city of her childhood, the author of The Little Madeleine spends a 
crowded month watching, listening to and talking to everyone—to the wealthy 
patrons, the chambermaids, the saleswomen and the chef of her hotel (the latter 
takes her to Les Halles), an actress at the Comédie Francaise, a great couturier, a famous 
parfumeur, the curators at the Louvre, the Aga Khan, her shoemaker and her milliner. 
She visits a teaching hospital, Longchamps, a country wedding, she shops, attends 
cocktail parties and is lavishly entertained, enjoying every minute and communicating 
her delight to her readers. (914-436) 


PARIS. Martin Hiirlimann. Thames & Hudson, 21s. 1954. 254m. 112 pages. 
100 photographs (3 in colour). Historical notes. 


A merely cursory glance through the hundred pictures in photogravure in this 
book might leave a feeling of disappointment. Though technically of rare quality 
—each scene sharp in detail, but bathed in the muted brilliance of the very air of 
Paris—they are nearly all taken from traditional angles and we feel we know them 
already. But after reading the model introduction, where Dr. Hiirlimann analyses 
with unusual perception the characteristics of the nation which, through her long 
and varied history, planned this city and its buildings, one understands why he has 
avoided an original, personal, approach, preferring to let the streets and monuments 
illustrate his theme by standing plainly forth, as here they do, in the full glory of 
their familiar beauty. (914°436) 


SICILY: THE GARDEN OF THE MEDITERRANEAN. The 
Country and Its People. Francis M. Guercio. 2nd edition, revised. Faber, 30s. 
1954. 224 cm. 310 pages. 32 plates. 2 maps. Notes. Bibliography. Index. 


Other recent books on Sicily have been especially distinguished for their literary 
qualities. Mr. Guercio’s has few pretensions of this kind but offers good value as a 
guide-book and work of reference. He includes a succinct review of Sicilian history 
up to the present decade, and he is exceptionally well versed in the social character 
and customs of the people as well as their language and theatre, subjects on which 
English travellers, however observant, seldom possess expert knowledge. His travels 
did not include Cefalu or Ragusa. In general his descriptions are painstaking and 
efficient. The photographs are informative rather than beautiful. (914°5) 
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FROM AN ANTIQUE LAND. Ancient and Modern in the Middle East. 
Julian Huxley. Parrish, 25s. 1954. 23 cm. 310 pages. 66 photographs (27 in colour). 
3 maps. Population chart. Index. 
To Dr. Huxley the Middle East is ‘solid history’, and he certainly found it a 
rewarding quarry when, as Director-General of Unesco, he travelled through it 
from Crete and Egypt to Persia in 1948. In his account of each country he seizes 
on a significant theme, and with his erudition and wide reading uses it to illuminate 
his philosophy of history as evolutionary humanism. Thus Byblos, the oldest 
continuously occupied town site, introduces the origin of the alphabet and human 
communication, Petra and Palmyra the interdependence of communities, and 
Egypt the problems of education and technological advance. It is not necessary to 
accept all the hypotheses in order to enjoy and to profit from this thoughtful book: 
however interested he may be in the ‘process’, Dr. Huxley never loses sight of the 
individual. (915) 


INDIA AND PAKISTAN. A General and Regional Geography. O. H. K. 
Spate. With a chapter on Ceylon by B. H. Farmer. Methuen, 65s. 1954. 234 cm. 
864 pages. Frontispiece. 160 maps and diagrams. 24 tables. Bibliography. Index. 
(Advanced Geographies) 

Until the appearance of this monumental work, there has been no really compre- 

hensive geography of the Indian sub-peninsula in English. Professor Spate writes 

with first-hand knowledge of some areas, and has clearly a remarkable and detailed 
acquaintance with the relevant literature—and also with its deficiencies. But, of 
greater importance, he has the ability to infuse his synthesis with life and meaning. 

After general sections on the land, the people, and the economy, Part IV, The Face 

of the Land (rather more than half the book), deals in a dozen chapters with the main 

regions. As the author acknowledges, much of his material is sociological rather than 
geographical in a restricted sense; what the reader gets from his pages is an engrossing 
presentation of the life of India and Pakistan, and of the problems, rooted in history, 
geography, and religion, which have to be faced today. (915°4) 


IMAGE OF CANADA. Malvina Bolus. Compiled for the Canadian 
Geographical Society. Ryerson Press (Toronto, Canada), $5-50. 1953. 26cm. 
342 photographs. Endpaper maps. 

The Canadian Geographical Society has selected from its magazine, the Canadian 

Geographical Journal, 342 photographs as a diverse picture of Canada, its people 

and their activities. Typical scenery of all regions together with a wide range of 

occupations and recreations are attractively and strikingly shown, for example, 
maritimers catching fish or a group at a summer cabin in Algonquin Park. People 
and their work are stressed rather than buildings and landscapes. A splendid gift 

book for those abroad and for Canadians. (917-1) 


TEMPLES OF THE SUN AND MOON. A Mexican Journey. Michael 
Swan. Cape, 21s. 1954. 244m. 288 pages. 37 illustrations. Endpaper map. 
Bibliography. Index. 

Michael Swan concentrates in this absorbing travel book on the Mexico which 

has its roots in pre-conquest times, seeking out the least altered peoples and the 

great architectural monuments of the past, from Mayan Old Empire to baroque. 

Against the background of a poor and largely inarticulate, but tenacious and generous 

peasantry, he brings out the many contrasting aspects, of which that between the 

slums of Mexico City and the luxury tourist hotels is the most obvious. His enterprise 
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as a traveller rewarded him with visits to the tomb in the Palenque pyramid and 
the recently discovered Mayan frescoes at Bonampak. He writes vigorousl 
and directly, gradually building up a revealing picture of the country, tinged wi 
a quiet humour. (917-2) 


Biography 
AS IT HAPPENED. C. R. Attlee. Heinemann, 16s. 1954. 224 cm. 234 pages. 
24 illustrations. Index. 

The autobiography of the leader of the Labour Party, who from 1940 to 1951 was 
consecutively Deputy Prime Minister and Prime Minister, is inevitably in great 
measure a history of his time. After a brief account of his childhood Mr. Attlee 
describes his early career in social work and local government and his steady rise to 
power following his first election to Parliament in 1922. His comments on political 
events and personalities, particularly in the war and post-war years, give the book 
a popular appeal by no means confined to supporters of the Labour movement. (92) 


LABRADOR NURSE. B. J. Banfill. Hale, 16s. 1954. 224 cm. 192 pages. 
17 photographs. Map. Glossary. Historical note. 
Here is a book which recalls those constant incentives to the enterprising young, 
adventure and service. It is an account of Miss Banfill’s work as Nursing Sister at 
the Grenfell Mission Station, Mutton Bay, for several years from 1928 and again 
from 1942. She had daily to deal unaided with nursing routine and emergencies, 
frequently to battle her way by dog-sleigh or open boat, through snow and storm, 
to find at her journey’s end a more exhausting fight with death awaiting her. This is 
a stimulating record of an exciting and devoted nursing career. (92) 


HALF A LIFE. The Reminiscences of a Russian Gentleman. Count Constantine 
Benckendorff. Richards Press, 25s. 1954. 22. cm. 320 pages. 9 illustrations. 
The author is a son of the last Imperial Russian Ambassador in London. His book 
relates his successive experiences as a gay young nobleman and responsible estate 
manager in pre-1914 Russia and England; as a young naval officer in the Russo- 
Japanese War; as a naval staff officer in the Archangel area during the First World 
War; and thereafter as an unemployed country gentleman, a naval administrator 
and diplomatic expert, an intermittent inmate of Moscow prisons and a flautist in a 
conductorless orchestra, under the Revolution. A modest, authentic and fascinating 
piece of historical background. (92) 


PORTRAIT OF JOSEPHINE BUTLER. A. S. G. Butler. Faber, 21s. 
19$4. 22$cm. 222 pages. 8 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
Josephine Butler (1828-1905) is best known for her vigorous campaign against the 
Contagious Diseases Act of 1869. Her other social activities towards the welfare of 
women, such as her efforts for the abolition of State regulation of vice on the 
Continent and in India, deserve to be better known. This book, by her grandson, 
gives a full account of her work. At the same time it gives an intimate picture of her 
private life, bringing out the charm and warmth A her personality, and provides 
not only a readable biography but also a contribution to social history. (92) 


CARNOT. S. J. Watson. Bodley Head, 18s. 1954. 22cm. 224 pages. 2 plates. 
4 maps. Bibliography. Index. 

Lazare Carnot (1753-1823), soldier and politician of the French First Republic, 

was unique in holding high office at every crisis in France between Valmy and 
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Waterloo, but until now he has never been the subject of a comprehensive biography 
in English. Carnot was a regular officer in the Engineers and was already famous 
as the Organiser of Victory before Napoleon had won a battle. It was he who 
appointed Napoleon to his first independent command and laid the foundations 
of the victorious campaigns to come; Napoleon himself paid tribute to Carnot 
for the planning of these. The work is admirably arranged and will be of value to 
the specialist and general reader alike. (92) 


FUTURE INDEFINITE. Noél Coward. Heinemann, 21s. 1954. 224 cm. 
344 pages. 38 photographs. Index. 
The earlier volume of Noél Coward’s autobiography, Present Indicative, covered 
the first thirty-one years of his life, until 1931. This second volume, beginning in 
1939 and ending in 1945, shows the author in a momentous period in history but 
in a phase, perhaps necessarily, of less creative importance in his own life, though it 
was during the war that two of his major works were conceived, the farce, Blithe 
Spirit, and the film, In Which We Serve. He describes vividly his experiences and 
travels in the different war zones, entertaining, interviewing, and still occasionally 
writing, but the real, the vital, Noél Coward does not emerge from this autobiography 
as successfully as he does in the theatre. (92) 


MY PUBLIC LIFE. Recollections and Reflections of Sir Mirza Ismail. Allen 
& Unwin, 18s. 1954. 224 cm. 180 pages. 13 photographs. Index. 
The author has had a particularly distinguished career in the India of the Princes, 
and has held the office of Chief Minister in Mysore, Jaipur (1942-46), and finally 
Hyderabad. He took part also in the Round Table Conference of 1935. His 
recollections go back far, for he was born in 1883 in Bangalore. His account of the 
personalities of the 1935 conference, of the charm of Jaipur, and the tangled problems 
and cross-currents of the last months of independent Hyderabad are discreet and 
statesmanlike, and he speaks warmly of many British friends, both political and per- 
sonal, who have played a part in the Indian scene. (92) 


BY FAITH ALONE. The Life of Martin Luther. W. J. Kooiman. Translated 
from the Dutch by Bertram Lee Woolf. Lutterworth Press, 18s. 1954. 22 cm. 
218 pages. Index. 

Modern German, Scandinavian and at long last English studies have helped to 

remove many of the misconceptions which have obscured the personality and 

teaching of the great reformer. The author, Professor of Church History in the 

University of Amsterdam, has written a clear, scholarly and popular biography 

which takes account of recent research and which serves as an admirable introduction 

to the study of Luther. The main phases of his life are portrayed, his theology is 
set within its historical framework and there is a balanced estimate of the man 

himself. This English edition has been revised by the author. (92) 


KATHERINE MANSFIELD. Antony Alpers. Cape, 21s. 1954. 20} cm. 
408 pages. 16 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
Much has been written about Katherine Mansfield’s later years, and her own letters 
and journals have recorded in detail her feelings towards her husband and her friends 
in Europe. This extremely perceptive biography contains a good deal of new 
information concerning her family, her upbringing in New Zealand, her short- 
lived first marriage and her chaotic early years in England. This material is used 
with tact to throw fresh light on her stories and the relation of her temperament 
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to her creative gifts. Mr. Alpers reveals a sound judgment on literary matters and 
much good sense and charity in unravelling this tangled story of the sufferings of 
genius. (92) 


THE ANSWERS OF ERNST VON SALOMON to the 131 Questions 
in the Allied Military Government ‘Fragebogen’. Translated from the German 
by Constantine Fitzgibbon. Putnam, 35s. 1954. 22} cm. $60 pages. 

Ernst von Salomon, once notorious for his complicity in the assassination in 1922 

of the German Foreign Minister, Dr. Rathenau, here uses the framework of the 

Questionnaire drawn up by the Occupation Authorities after the war to give, in 

the form of answers to its questions, an account of his life and times which will 

remain of permanent value as a social and historical document. Though a staunch 

German Nationalist, and belonging to a movement which helped to prepare the 

way for National Socialism, he had no sympathy with Nazism and during its reign 

he endeavoured to keep in the background. It is clear that his political philosophy 
has changed little, but this ingeniously contrived and enthralling autobiography is, 
of its kind, the most interesting book that has come out of Germany since the end 

of the war. (92) 


CONQUISTADOR. The Life of Don Pedro Sarmiento de Gamboa. Stephen 
Clissold. Verschoyle, 15s. 1954. 22 cm. 206 pages. 15 illustrations. Endpaper maps. 
Bibliography. 

Don Pedro Sarmiento de Gamboa first appeared to history in 1564, when he was 

being investigated by the Inquisition in Lima for necromancy. He was last heard of 

in 1592, sailing from Spain in charge of a squadron of galleons intended as escort 
for returning treasure fleets. In the interval between this exciting entrance and 
mysterious exit he spent several years travelling with a great Viceroy as surveyor, 
wrote a history of the Incas that is still of fundamental importance, pursued Drake 
at sea, discovered the Solomon Islands, planted a colony on the Straits of Magellan, 
became Raleigh’s prisoner and, after conversations in Latin with him and Queen 

Elizabeth, travelled to Spain, apparently to forestall the Armada but instead lay for 

two years in a French jail. Mr. Clissold narrates all this admirably and draws us a 

character of quite unusual interest. (92) 


JONATHAN SWIFT. A Critical Biography. John Middleton Murry. Cape, 
30s. 1954. 23 cm. 508 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Notes and references. Index. 
Mr. Murry has mastered the mass of recent discovery and conjecture concerning 
Swift and has written what is undoubtedly the most important book on the subject, 
equally strong on Swift’s writings, his public activities and his personal relationships 
and character. He singles out Swift’s first proposal of marriage to “Varina’ and her 
rejection of him as the decisive episode both in his choice of a career and his future 
relations with women. This cannot be more than a surmise. But the thoroughness 
with which the evidence is examined and the incisiveness of Mr. Murry’s judgments, 
whether he is writing of Swift’s life or relating the pattern of his books to it, make 
his theory a very persuasive one. An inadequate index and bibliography are the 
only shortcomings of an otherwise masterly achievement. (92) 


MAIDEN VOYAGE. Denton Welch. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 1954. 18 cm. 
304 pages. Paper covers. 

The late Denton Welch, a very talented and somewhat precious young writer, 

published this book of autobiography in the guise of fiction in 1943. He portrays 
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himself at the age of sixteen or so—a highly sensitive, inquisitive, rather effeminate 
adolescent—and describes how he ran away from his public school, returned for a 
brief spell and then visited China with his parents. He was fascinated by the exotic 
wherever he found it, by objets d’art of all sorts and by all the small details of his 
surroundings and of the oddities of behaviour—not least his own. He writes lightly 
but extremely candidly of all he saw and did. (92) 


LETTERS OF WILLIAM WORDSWORTH. Selected and with an 
introduction by Philip Wayne. Oxford University Press, ss. 1954. 154m. 322 
pages. Genealogical note. Sources. Index. (World’s Classics) 

Consisting of letters and extracts from letters written by the poet between 1790 and 

1848, this small selection from the mass of Wordsworth’s correspondence is intended 

to provide a fresh focus upon Wordsworth’s character that may help to a renewed 

appreciation of his significance. The correspondence gives insight into his daily life 
and his relations with his contemporaries, throws light on his love of nature and 
on his opinions on poetry, education and affairs, and removes many misconceptions 
about his views on politics and religion. Skilfully chosen and well edited, the selection 
gives a clear impression of Wordsworth’s development as a man and a poet, and 
should assuredly achieve its purpose. (92) 


THOMAS YOUNG, NATURAL PHILOSOPHER, 1773-1829. 
The late Alexander Wood. Completed by Frank Oldham. With a memoir of 
Alexander Wood by Charles E. Raven. Cambridge University Press, 30s. 1954. 
224 cm. 376 pages. 6 illustrations. 24 text figures. Bibliography. Indexes. 

Thomas Young was one of the most remarkable men of the last century. An 

accomplished linguist, he enjoyed a reputation as a classical scholar in his early 

youth. He chose medicine as a career, but, despite his ability, did not succeed in 
building a large practice, and spent much time on other pursuits. Of his many- 
sided activities, the wave theory of light, the three-colour theory of colour vision, 
and the deciphering of Egyptian hieroglyphics were his most outstanding contri- 
butions to knowledge. The biography is authoritative and well written, and will 
appeal to both scientist and layman. (92) 


PINORMAN. Personal Recollections of Norman Douglas, Pino Orioli and 
Charles Prentice. Richard Aldington. Heinemann, 12s.6d. 1954. 22 cm. 226 pages. 

8 plates. Index. 
Pino Orioli, a well-known Florentine bookseller, and his close friend Norman 
Douglas are the central figures of this informal memoir, while a third intimate, 
Charles Prentice, completes the background. The book chronicles the conversations, 
dinners and travels of these friends and characterises them in a fashion at once casual 
and extremely sharp. Orioli emerges as a personality with a true gift for friendship, 
ethaps too easily exploited by others. Douglas, who is given the lion’s share of the 
Book, is judged both as a man and a writer—perhaps for the first time in print with 
neither flattery nor animosity, but with remorseless justice. The corrective was 
long due. (920) 


THE MUSIC MASTERS. Vol. IV. The Twentieth Century. Edited by A. L. 
Bacharach. Cassell, 25s. 1954. 224m. 424 pages. Tables. Index to chapters of 
Vols, I-IV. 


This volume, containing fifty-four essays by twenty-one contributors, concludes a 
series that has attempted to cover all the great composers of every nation, from the 
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early sixteenth to the mid-twentieth century, from Palestrina to Walton. As before, 
each essay succinctly relates works to life and environment, and assesses each 
composer's place in his own epoch. For some young modern composers the back- 
ground is naturally rather thin, but generally the assessment is fair, and the writing is 
good. Some authors were fortunate enough to know their subject personally, 
noticeably to the benefit of their treatment. Much out-of-the-way information 
makes this a most useful and readable book. (927°8) 


Babylon Assyria 
EVERYDAY LIFE IN BABYLON AND _ ASSYRIA. Georges 
Contenau. Translated from the French by K. R. and A. R. Maxwell-Hyslop. 
Edward Arnold, 25s. 1954. 22 cm. 340 pages. 34 illustrations. 27 drawings, 2 maps, 
3 plans in text. Bibliography. Index. 
A scholarly and most readable translation of an authoritative work by an eminent 
Assyriologist. In 216 sections, classified under four chapter headings—General 
Information, King and State, Mesopotamian Thought, Religious Life—Professor 
Contenau deals with every aspect of civilisation in Assyria and Babylonia mainly 
between 700 and 530 B.C., a representative, important and well-documented 
period. A clear, factual description of society, politics, war, literature, art, science 
and religion, as well as of the details of everyday existence from fashions in beards 
to the cost of living, this book combines wide scope with much detail, and will 
prove as interesting to the general reader as it is useful to the student of the ancient 
Near East. (935) 


Ancient Greece 
SOPHOCLES AND PERICLES. Victor Ehrenberg. Blackwell (Oxford), 
25s. 1954. 22cm. 200 pages. 3 plates. Tables. Index. 

The relationship between two of the greatest figures in what was perhaps the most 
creative period of western history is a theme worthy of Dr. Ehrenberg’s mature 
scholarship. A sympathetic study of Sophocles’ rulers is followed by a penetrating 
analysis of Pericles’ political position. Finally the author faces the fundamental issue 
of the two contrasting philosophies of life. His conclusion is that in an age of transition, 
as the Periclean Age was, Sophocles stood for the old Polis whereas its dissolution 
began with Pericles. This is primarily a book for classical scholars, but it will not fail 
to stimulate readers interested in the growth and decline of human societies. (938) 


World War Il 


THE SECOND WORLD WAR. Vol. VIL TRIUMPH AND 
TRAGEDY. Winston S. Churchill. Cassell, 30s. 1954. 22cm. 734 pages. 28 
maps and diagrams (some in colour). Tables. Index. 

Sir Winston’s concluding volume covers the period from June 1944 to July 1945, 

and so includes events of the very greatest world importance, such as the Allied 

landings in Normandy; the Yalta and the Potsdam Conferences; the victory in 

Burma; the unconditional surrenders of Germany and Japan; and the birth and 

first offensive use of the atomic bomb. These tremendous happenings have by now 

already been described in some form or other in various books and documents; 
but, owing to the prominent part which the Prime Minister invariably played in 
them, he is nearly always able to add to our previous knowledge in his own vital 
phrases. Of particular interest now are the meetings and numerous exchanges of 
opinion between Sir Winston and the late Joseph Stalin at a time when relations 
with Russia were already beginning to deteriorate. (940°53) 
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INDEPENDENT COMPANY. The 2/2 and 2/4 Australian Independent 
Companies in Portuguese Timor, 1941-1943. Bernard J. Callinan. Introduction 
by Nevil Shute. Reprint. Heinemann (Melbourne, Australia, and London), 21s. 
1954. 224 cm. 268 pages. 44 illustrations and maps. Index. 


This account of the heroic campaign in Portuguese Timor by three hundred and 
twenty seven Australian troops whose resistance immobilised thousands of Japanese 
is written by their commander. It is a factual narrative of the campaign of these 
Companies, whose operations provided what is described by General Sir Vernon 
Sturdee in his foreword as a textbook model of the way in which such companies 
should function. The text is well supplemented with illustrations and maps. (940-542) 


THE DAM BUSTERS. Paul Brickhill. Pan Books, 2s.6d. 1954. 18cm. 252 
pages. 17 photographs. Paper covers. 
In this book (first published in 1951) Paul Brickhill describes in his usual graphic 
style the exploits of one of the most famous squadrons of the Second World War 
—No. 617 Squadron. It was formed by Wing Commander Guy Gibson in 1943 
with the object of breaching the Moehne and Eder Dams. This, as is well known, 
the Squadron succeeded in doing brilliantly. Later No. 617 Squadron carried out 
many other invaluable raids, which included the destruction of the V3 emplacements 
and the sinking of the Tirpitz. (940°544) 


THE WORLD IS SIX FEET SQUARE. Alan Caillou. Peter Davies, 12s.6d. 
1954. 204 cm. 218 pages. 
Personal accounts of prison and escape during the Second World War are invariably 
good reading and this book is no exception. The author, in Arab dress, was captured 
by the Italians when on a deep-penetration patrol in the Western Desert, tried and 
sentenced to death. He escaped only to be caught by a German detachment and handed 
back to the Italians, who then confined him in a notorious civilian prison for habitual 
criminals, his death sentence having been commuted to thirty years’ imprisonment. 
His record is remarkable for its dramatic and also humorous narrative. (940°547) 


WHITE COOLIES. Betty Jeffrey. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia, and 
London), 17s.6d. 1954. 224 cm. 216 pages. 25 illustrations by J. P. L. Kickhefer. 
Endpaper map. 

A compelling account of the experiences of an Australian army nursing sister who 

was a prisoner of the Japanese in Sumatra for over three years. Written for the greater 

part in prison camps, it gives a vivid picture of the degrading and cruel treatment 
the women prisoners suffered and the appalling conditions in which they lived. 

Despite this, they managed to retain a sense of humour, which lightens the narrative 

and prevents it from being a mere record of despair. The line drawings capture 

admirably the spirit of the story. (940-547) 


REACH FOR THE SKY. The Story of Douglas Bader. Paul Brickhill. 
Collins, 16s. 1954. 214 cm. 384 pages. 25 illustrations. Index. 


A thrilling record of one of the outstanding personalities of the Second World 
War. Douglas Bader was not a casualty of war; he lost both his legs in aerobatics 
as a young Royal Air Force officer in 1931 and was compelled to leave the Service. 
From the beginning his pluck and determination overcame many obstacles; he was 
accepted for full flying duties on the outbreak of war, and even achieved a single- 
figure golf handicap. He soon found fame during the Battle of Britain when he 


350 





Pa | 


es 42 4A ot wet OO ee OC) 


— be 


mm 4 <> & 


— we me 1 Ue 





instituted and led a massed group formation in fighter operations before being 
shot down and taken prisoner. The Luftwaffe treated him well but failed to stifle 
his frequent attempts to escape. This is undoubtedly a book for all ages for all time, 
and is a tribute to the pilots of Fighter Command. (940-548) 


France 

AN INTRODUCTION TO SEVENTEENTH CENTURY FRANCE. 
John Lough. Longmans, 21s. 1954. 224 cm. 316 pages. $4 illustrations. 4 maps. 
Chart. Bibliography. Index. 


Every student of French literature will welcome this book, which describes the 
relationship between men of letters and their public in that age, and its influence 
upon the development of language and literature. Professor Lough paints the back- 
ground of the great works the student will be reading: the state of the peasantry, 
the nobility and clergy, and the difficulties with which writers had to contend, all 
admirably illustrated with quotations from seventeenth century writers, reproductions 
of contemporary paintings, photographs of buildings, and maps. A fascinating 
product of much scholarly research. (944°03) 


THE DEATH OF THE FOURTH REPUBLIC. Ronald Matthews. Eyre 
& Spottiswoode, 18s. 1954. 22cm. 318 pages. Index. 


There were high hopes in August 1944, when Paris celebrated Liberation Day, 
hopes of a new France, remoulded nearer to the heart’s desire of all those who had 
suffered for her since 1940. Ronald Matthews, as a war correspondent, entered 
Paris with the Allied Armies and from 1944 to 1953 has watched the betrayal of 
those hopes. Among the many writings by political correspondents published since the 
war this stands in the top rank. No book makes more clear the tangle of French post- 
war politics, and if the author errs on the side of pessimism, even the French will 
probably forgive him because of his obvious love of their country. (944°082) 


Italy 

ITALIAN STUDIES. An Annual Review. Vol. VIII. 1953. Heffer (Cambridge) 
for the Society for Italian Studies, 15s. 1954. 24cm. 110 pages. Bibliography. 
Paper covers. 


A learned journal printed in English and Italian, high in its academic standards but 
also distressingly high in price. The most interesting contribution is Professor 
Whitfield’s essay on Machiavelli’s neglected life of Castruccio, the celebrated 
condottiere of Lucca. D. E. Rhodes writes on Mr. Gladstone’s essay on Leopardi, 
an early and remarkably original piece of criticism, since only one anonymous 
essay on Leopardi had previously appeared in England. There is a good review 
section and an extensive list of works of Italian interest published in Britain during 
1952. (945) 


Spain 

THE SPANISH TEMPER. V. S. Pritchett. Chatto & Windus, 15s. 1954. 
20$ cm. 220 pages. 9 illustrations. Map. Index. 

An assessment of the Spaniards, based partly on a recent journey (thirty years after 

those which produced the same author’s Marching Spain) and partly on acquaintance 

with the written authorities. Mr. Pritchett knows that the answers to perennial 

questions about Spain are not simple and his book therefore is marked by cautious 
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and convincing judgments. Some of the best observations deal, not surprisingly, 
with the Spaniards Mr. Pritchett has known best in recent years—those in exile. 
The Civil War, he has noted, means much more to them than it does to Spaniards 
in their own country. (946) 


Greece 


FAIR GREECE, SAD RELIC. Literary Philhellenism from Shakespeare to 
Byron. Terence Spencer. Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 25s. 1954. 224 cm. 324 pages. 
8 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
Mr. Spencer, seeking traces of Philhellenism in Britain from the sixteenth century 
to the Greek War of Independence, proves that its history stretches back many 
generations before Byron. Yet pre-Renaissance Europe, nurtured on Virgil and the 
tale of Troy, was far from sympathetic to Greece and even later scholars tended to 
judge the Greeks through the disapproving eyes of the Romans. Milton emerges 
as an early Philhellene, and in the eighteenth century the wave of sentiment grew 
rapidly. Mr. Spencer has some interesting chapters on the early British travellers 
and antiquaries, but unfortunately his book’s scope excludes the even richer territory 
of the nineteenth century. (949°5) 


Sudan 


THE SUDAN. Sir Harold MacMichael. Benn, 21s. 1954. 22} cm. 256 pages. 
Map. Tables. Bibliographical note. Index. 
This book—a masterpiece of compression, balance and lucidity—provides all the 
essential material for an understanding of the problems of the Sudan. Its three 
sections treat of Background and Foundations; Construction (during the first half 
of this century); and Politics. Sir Harold writes with great authority, especially of 
the work of construction, quorum pars magna fuit, and his judgments on events have 
behind them an experience of Africa and the Middle East not confined to the Sudan. 
His severe, but scrupulously fair, analysis of the part played by Egypt in the still 
unfinished story of the Sudan’s rise to statehood is of especial interest. (962-4) 


Uganda 


THE UGANDA MUTINY, 1897. J. V. Wild. Macmillan (London): Uganda 
Bookshop (Kampala, Uganda), 2s. 1954. 22 cm. $8 pages. 10 illustrations. 3 maps. 
Tables. Bibliography. Paper covers. (Treasury of East African History) 

One of a series published under the auspices of the East African Literature Bureau, 

giving a clear and straightforward account of early events in Uganda history. The 

revolt of the Sudanese levies, shortly after the proclamation of the Protectorate, was 
the first great crisis to be surmounted for, whilst the Sudanese were held outside the 

Buganda kingdom, an attempt was made by Mwanga, the exiled ex-Kabaka, to 

recover Kampala. Thanks to the efforts of Major Macdonald and Sir Frederick 

Jackson both insurrections were suppressed and the way cleared for the negotiation 

of the Uganda Agreement of 1900. (967-61) 


Canada 

THE PEDLARS FROM QUEBEC AND OTHER PAPERS ON 
THE NOR’WESTERS. W. Stewart Wallace. Ryerson Press (Toronto, 
Canada), $4+50. 1954. 214m. 102 pages. Frontispiece. Index. 

W. Stewart Wallace, historian and university librarian, adds to our knowledge of 

the days of the fur trade in this group of ten essays. They contain the results of the 
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author’s search for more information on the North West Company since the publi- 
cation in 1934 of his Documents relating to the North West Company. Some of the 
material throws light on the marriage histories of the traders and some on the almost 
unknown fur trade activity in Northern Ontario. The papers are written in an easy 
informal style, with numerous quotations from source material. (971-2) 


Tonga 

QUEEN SALOTE AND HER KINGDOM. Sir Harry Luke. Putnam, 
9s.6d. 1954. 22} cm. 136 pages. 30 photographs. Woodcuts by Robert Gibbings. 
Musical illustration. Endpaper maps. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 


Sir Harry Luke combines personal knowledge of the Western Pacific (where he 
was High Commissioner from 1938 to 1942) with wide reading and an urbane style. 
He traces the history of the group of islands which comprise the Kingdom of Tonga, 
from remote times of which only the tradition remains to the recent visit of Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth, and introduces some of the extraordinary characters, 
European and Polynesian, who have played a part in it, including Captain Cook, 
Will Mariner, a captive there for many years, the Rev. Shirley Waldemar Baker, 
missionary and absolutist Prime Minister, and the members of the Tongan Royal 
House. There are also accounts of Falcon Island, which rises and sinks through 
volcanic action, and Niuafoou Island, as well as of the modern progress of this 


happy kingdom. (996-12) 


FICTION 
General 
DOCTOR DEAR. Mary Bethune. Michael Joseph, 128.6d. 1954. 19} cm. 
288 pages. 

Although there exists much fiction about the medical profession, a novel written 
from the specialised point of view of a woman doctor is a rarity. This record of a 
woman doctor’s daily work is feminine in that it lays stress on the personal rather 
than the medical problems that occur in a general practice, examining these problems 
with a clear-sighted perspicacity that does not preclude warmth of feeling. Not, 
perhaps, a work of art, this book nevertheless has the authority of experience. 


THE BRIDGE ON THE RIVER KWAI. Pierre Boulle. Translated from 
the French by Xan Fielding. Secker & Warburg, 10s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 178 pages. 


Japanese soldiers in Siam force their British prisoners-of-war to build an important 
railway bridge: three guerilla officers of the British army are poised to blow up 
the bridge as the first train crosses it. This situation is full of suspense, and M. Boulle 
extracts the maximum excitement from it. His book is distinguished, however, by 
something more than this—by its brilliant portrait of a British officer of the old 
school. This Colonel Nicholson, loyal to a law of abstract duty and honour which 
plays havoc with the realities of warfare, is a splendidly comic creation; and the 
comedy of his behaviour has the sting of criticism in it—as all fine comedy should 
have. 


TOLD IN THE MARKET PLACE. Forty Tales translated from the Arabic 
and set down by C. G. Campbell. Benn, 10s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 208 pages. 


The late Major Campbell holds an honourable place in that company of British 
administrators and men of action who, in their leisure moments, have set down for 
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their own compatriots intimate and acute records of the peoples among whom their 
lives were spent. His two earlier collections of Arab tales were deservedly praised 
by reviewers, and the present collection maintains the same high level of ingenuous 
skill. Campbell’s style felicitously avoids the hazards of mannered outlandishness 
and archaism on the one hand, and slangy up-to-dateness on the other: easy and 
unforced, it never impedes the progress of the tale, for it is the tale he is above all 
concerned to present. And, for all their thousand years and more (perhaps infinitely 
more) of telling, how fresh and true is the note these tales strike. The present 
generation should delight in them. 


SOMEONE LIKE YOU. Roald Dahl. Secker & Warburg, 12s.6d. 1954. 
19 cm. 256 pages. 

Most of these sixteen stories have appeared in the New Yorker and other American 
magazines, but few have an American setting. Their entertainment value is high; 
indeed of their kind—the sophisticated, cynical, with a sting in the tail—they are 
in the first rank. Mr. Dahl’s invention is impressive, and if his humour is predomi- 
nantly sardonic and his dénouement often sinister, there is great variety of theme here, 
and he never fails to intrigue—and surprise—the reader. 


THE PAINTED KING. Rhys Davies. Heinemann, 12s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 
256 pages. 

An entertaining satirical portrait of two public idols: a handsome author, composer 
and actor of Ruritanian musical comedies and his valgar but sincere choir-training 
mother. Mr. Davies succeeds in the difficult task of creating two egotistical careerists 
who are at the same time lovable. Mr. Davies writes with an expert touch and his 
rendering of the conversation of London ‘theatricals’ is remarkably close to the real 
thing. 


THE HIDDEN HEART. Jane Gillespie. Peter Davies, 12s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 
252 pages. 

Miss Gillespie’s first novel, The Weir, was outstanding, and this is equally so. It is 
the story of an affectionate but not altogether harmonious family—in chief, a girl, 
her neurotic and unpredictable mother, and the father who has a genuine concern 
for his wife’s happiness but is deeply (and platonically) attached to their young 
French governess. It is also, and primarily, the story—obliquely and subtly conveyed 
—of how Charlotte, growing from childhood to girlhood, becomes gradually 
aware of the nature of affection, of love, and of lust. She is the centre of a delicately 
spun pattern of feeling, conceived, nevertheless, with admirable detachment and 
precision in addition to a genuine sensibility. 


SIDDHARTHA. Hermann Hesse. Translated from the German by Hilda 
Rosner. Vision Press: Peter Owen, t0s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 168 pages. 


Originally published in 1922, this novel describes the search for enlightenment of a 
young Brahmin living in the time of Gotama the Buddha. Failing to find personal 
salvation in asceticism and even in the teachings of Buddhism, he finally discovers 
it by learning to accept the world as it is. This is an inadequate statement of the 
mystical experience that is the substance of the book, for in Herr Hesse’s words: 
“Knowledge can be communicated, but not wisdom’. This is a work that will repay 
careful reading. Herr Hesse was awarded the Nobel Prize in 1946. 
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STORIES AND CREAM. Edward Hyams. Longmans, 11s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 
252 pages. 

There are eighteen very short stories in this collection and one long one of some 
20,000 words. The latter concerns a war-time episode on the Dutch coast and presents 
a richly humorous but extremely shrewd character sketch of Petty Officer Albert 
Cream, a radar mechanic. This ingenious countryman makes an unconventional 
rating, but his quick wits are a decided asset on the job in hand. In the other stories 
Mr. Hyams’s penchant for the odd character and the odd or ironic situation is happily 
displayed over a wide field. His style is easy, his approach mature, his humour 
adult—with a flick of satire. 


AFRICAN DIVERSIONS. Ernst Juenger. Translated from the German by 
Stuart Hood. Lehmann, 10s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 184 pages. 


Herbert Berger, a boy of sixteen, seeks romantic escape from a bourgeois milieu by 
joining the Foreign Legion. A vague longing to find a magic world, a lotus island, 
is replaced by the knowledge that there is no escape, and that the man who is unsure 
of what he wants is the most easily exploited. When, through his father’s efforts, he 
is released from the Legion, he has sufficiently developed spiritually to accept reality. 
The somewhat commonplace theme is relieved by the introduction of a battalion 
of picaresque characters. 


MY NAME IS CELIA. Rayne Kruger. Longmans, 10s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 
232 pages. 

In his previous novels Rayne Kruger has proved himself to be an extremely capable 
story-teller, and his gifts of urgent narrative and ingeniously contrived suspense are 
evident in this new novel. Its subject is the impact made by life in modern Berlin 
on the personality of a well-to-do Englishwoman with conventional values. Visiting 
the city in order to search for money hidden by an anti-Nazi relative, she becomes 
sexually obsessed with a young German who in his turn is obsessed with Nihilism 
and violence. She returns to England shaken in her somewhat complacent assumptions. 
The book contains an interesting description of Berlin’s Eastern sector. 


TWIN BLESSINGS. Patricia Ledward. Wingate, 10s.6d. 1954. 19cm. 
256 pages. 

“What fun for you!’ was the standard reaction to the author’s twins. Experience 
showed that this view ignored the difficulties, frustrations and exasperating compli- 
cations of satisfying the needs of two lusty boys, identical in appearance but not in 
character and idiosyncrasies, to say nothing of coping simultaneously with a husband, 
small daughter, domestic help, lodgers, parents and neighbours, but she writes with 
such absence of self-pity and general good humour that the fun is there in good 
measure for the reader to enjoy. An unusual book, abounding in lovable, preposterous 
but wholly credible characters and rich in comic incident. 


BITTER HONEYMOON and Other Stories. Alberto Moravia. Translated 
from the Italian by Bernard Wall, Baptista Gilliat Smith and Frances Frenaye. 
Secker & Warburg, 10s.6d. 1954. 20} cm. 222 pages. 

These are the first of Moravia’s short stories to be translated into English. They 

represent every phase of his writing career, but even the first story, published twenty- 

seven years ago, is astonishingly mature in achievement. The theme in each case is 
the decisive moment of vision within an intimate relationship, whether between 
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adults and children, lovers, or husband and wife. In this field of sultry domestic 
conflict Moravia impresses by his relentless insight, softened, as it is not always in 
his novels, by a deep compassion. The translations succeed in catching his lucid, 
somewhat colourless style. 


THE MAN WITHOUT QUALITIES. Vol. Il Robert Musil. Translated 
from the German by Eithne Wilkins and Ernst Kaiser. Secker & Warburg, 25s. 
1954. 22cm. 462 pages. 

This volume continues the story of the Collateral Campaign, the aristocratic society 

whose purpose is to glorify the moribund Austrian Empire of 1913.’ This cause, 

espoused by the élite of the civil service, the army, the dilettanti men and women 
who have time for everything and nothing, grows more and more extravagant in 

ideas and less and less capable of inspiring any practical plan to set in motion a 

‘redeeming upsurge’. Against this background other levels of society obtrude. The 

world outside Austria is confined to a single character, a Prussian who is symbolically 

both admired and feared. The pace of the novel, as befits its length, is leisurely, and 
it is made readable by injections of humour and the range of interest. Two more 
volumes are to come of this most comprehensive novel of our time. 


VISION SPLENDID. Tom Ronan. Cassell, 15s. 1954. 20} cm. 352 pages. 


Title, dust-jacket, and publisher’s ‘blurb’ suggest that this is a conventional recital 
of romantic adventures in the “wide-open spaces’ of Australia—but closer acquaintance 
reveals that the title is more than a little ironic and that the account of life on a remote 
cattle-station in the Northern Territory is far from romantic. It is the record of one 
man’s career—not a chronicle of heroic progress, but of the steady pursuit of a 
livelihood in the cattle trade. Mr. Ronan’s narrative skilfully blends past and present 
and his writing has a stimulating pungency. This is a good example of the kind of 
book that is creating a worthy indigenous Australian literature. 


THE END OF AN OLD SONG. A Romance. J. D. Scott. Eyre & Spottis- 
woode, 12s.6d. 1954. 21 cm. 254 pages. 


With this book J. D. Scott consolidates his reputation as a leading figure in the small 
group of important contemporary English novelists. At first sight his story is the 
hackneyed one of a ‘triangle’ relationship, but his treatment of the stock situation 
transforms it into an instrument for the dissection of our faithless, annihilation- 
haunted, drug-comforted civilisation. Three childhood friends meet again years 
later in a Scottish country home with Jacobite associations. Here, the fantasy of child- 
hood meets the reality of adult maturity, a way of life based on the continuity of 
values meets the new traditionless careerism. The construction of the tale is masterly, 
its character drawing authoritative, and its analysis of the modern malaise as dis- 
turbing as only intelligence of a high order can make it. In addition, it is a well- 
written novel, with descriptive passages of sharp beauty. 


VOICE OF THE CROWD. Frank Tilsley. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 12s.6d. 1954. 
20} cm. 316 pages. 

Mr. Tilsley’s new novel makes no claim to sophistication but is a straightforward 

and unashamed piece of story-telling, packed with full-blooded characters, vigorous 

action, and inevitable conflict. The two principal characters are both, in their different 

ways, ruthless and egotistic men, but they are no less human for that and there is a 
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convincing fascination in the frank revelation of their contrasting personalities. The 
background to this story of individual struggle and triumph is the working of the 
Labour Movement at local and national levels, and this portrait too is drawn with 
understanding but without idealisation. 


Crime: Detection and Mystery 


SPINSTERS IN JEOPARDY. Ngaio Marsh. Collins, 10s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 
256 pages. 


Chief Detective-Inspector Alleyn is sent to Southern France to investigate an inter- 
national gang of dope-peddlers. With the stupidity so often necessary to the hero 
at the beginning of a story he takes with him his wife and five-year-old son for a 
holiday. The gang promptly kidnaps the child. Thereafter the tale (which is much 
more ‘thriller’ than detective novel) develops rapidly to its climax in a startling 
ritual of black magic. The rising tension and the highly entertaining ‘local colour’ 
are handled with the skill which has made Miss Marsh one of our foremost writers 
in this class. 


Reprints 


THE TALL HEADLINES. Audrey Erskine Lindop. Pan Books, 2s. 1954. 
18 cm. 256 pages. Paper covers. 

A young man of lower-middle-class family is hanged for murder: how does this 

affect the lives of his mother, father, brother, sister? Miss Lindop’s answer to 

this question is somewhat melodramatic, but she makes it convincing by setting her 

action against a background of realistically painted domesticity. This readable novel 

was first published in 1951. 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 
Fiction 
APRIL GOLD. Viola Bayley. Dent, 8s.6d. 1954. 194 cm. 192 pages. Coloured 
frontispiece and drawings in text by G. Dunlop. 


A homely, warm-hearted story, set in a Cornish village by the sea. The vicar’s four 
children are determined to earn {/100: they are eager to help a young woman and 
her aged father, who have to leave their lovely old home through financial difficulties. 
The lively and quick-witted young people make money in various ways (not too 
improbable), and, even if they do not attain their target, they spend an eventful 
and rewarding holiday, during which there is one very exciting incident and many 
amusing ones. Their adventures are well told, and will appeal to children from ten 
to fourteen. 


THE LITTLE PARROT Who Thought He Was a Pirate. Dorothy Craigie. 
Parrish, 8s.6d. cloth; 7s.6d. boards. 1954. 22 cm. 36 pages. Illustrations (some in 
colour) by the author. 


Dorothy Craigie’s brilliantly coloured and dramatic pictures will appeal to children 
from five to seven and her little story is lively and original, too. Captain Flint is a 
caged parrot; he is very boastful and a liar on a grand scale. To impress less exotic 
birds he pretends that he has been a fierce pirate, but when the birds take him at his 
word and lure him out for adventure on the high seas he is very sorry indeed he has 
told so many lies! 
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TAM THE UNTAMED. Mary Elwyn Patchett. Lutterworth Press, 6s. 1954. 
19 cm. 176 pages. Drawings by Kiddell-Monroe. 


The young heroine of this story lives on a cattle station deep in the Australian bush, 
and leads a gloriously free, untrammelled life surrounded by her animal friends, 
three dogs, a "possum, a kangaroo, a carpet snake, a monkey—and Tam, a wonderful 
silver horse sired by a famous buckjumper. This is the story of how she reared him and 
of the adventures she shared with him and rescued him from. Every young animal 
lover will dote on this book, which contains much interesting fact, woven naturally 
into an absorbing narrative. 


THE LADY OF THE LINDEN TREE. Barbara Leonie Picard. Oxford 
University Press, 9s.6d. 1954. 20 cm. 220 pages. Illustrations by Charles Stewart. 


The high tradition of the European fairy story and folk tale—of Grimm, Hans 
Andersen and the rest—is brilliantly carried on in these twelve tales. The familiar 
apparatus—princes, princesses, knights, peasants, evil spells or more agreeable magic 
—is to be found in these pages, yet the majority of these stories are extremely original. 
All are superbly written, in a style that is graceful and colourful and which achieves 
a certain dignity yet without affectation. A worthy successor to this talented author’s 
similar books of fairy tales, The Mermaid and the Simpleton and The Faun and the 
Woodcutter’s Daughter. 


ENGLISH FABLES AND FAIRY STORIES. Retold by James Reeves. 
Oxford University Press, 12s.6d. 1954. 224 cm. 242 pages. Illustrations in colour 
and black and white by Joan Kiddell-Monroe. (Oxford Myths and Legends) 


Well printed and attractively illustrated, this first volume in a new series contains, 
in addition to popular favourites such as Jack and the Beanstalk, Dick Whittington, 
and Tom Thumb, a number of less familiar tales to delight the young reader, narrated, 
with vitality and a nice touch of humour, by a well-known poet and critic. 


RIVER OF THE WEST. Armstrong Sperry. Bodley Head, 8s.6d. 1954. 20$ cm. 
188 pages. Illustrations by Henry C. Pitz. Endpaper drawing and map. 


A realistic and factual tale, by an American, of life on the high seas between the 

ears 1787 and 1792. Captain John Gray was a pioneer in establishing the fur trade 

tween the then almost undiscovered west coast of America and China. This is 
the account of the fortunes of an eighteen-year-old youth who sailed from Boston 
in one of Gray’s ships, rounded Cape Horn and was involved in several skirmishes 
with none too friendly natives with skins to sell. It was a gruelling and hazardous 
voyage, and the story, briskly and dramatically told, should appeal to boys from 
fourteen onwards. 


DEADMEN’S CAVE. Leonard Wibberley. Faber, 9s.6d. 1954. 21 cm. 186 
pages. Drawings by Sheila Findlay. 
Shipwrecked on a mysterious island that houses twelve grim skeletons, nineteen- 
year-old Tom Lincoln falls in with pirates who force him to join them. He takes 
part in the dramatic march upon Panama of the famous buccaneer, Henry Morgan, 
and escapes from the burning city with a friendly pirate and a Spanish girl from 
whom he learns of the treasure that the island hides. How they find it, and what 
happens to them when they do, forms but a small part of an enthralling story that 
is packed with adventure. In addition, the author’s considerable descriptive power 
and skill in characterisation make it rewarding reading for those in their later teens. 
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Non-Fiction 


THE YOUNG TRAVELLER IN NORWAY. Beth and Garry Hogg. 
Phoenix House, 8s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 152 pages. 30 illustrations (1 in colour). Map. 
Glossary. Index. (Young Traveller) 


This latest addition to a popular series for children in their teens follows the usual 
pattern of instruction combined with a story. An English boy and his sister spend 
a year in Norway and take it in turns to relate the day-to-day incidents of their 
fascinating holiday, during which they travel the length and breadth of the country. 
The writing is colloquial, and rather slangy, but the cheery narrative moves easily, 
and from it the child can gain enough information about the people and topography 
of Norway (with a dash of history thrown in) to whet the appetite for more serious 
reading. 


THE SCARLET FORCE. The Making of the Mounted Police. T. Morris 
Longstreth. Macmillan (Toronto, Canada), $2-00. 21cm. 1954. 192 pages. 
Illustrations (some in colour) by Ruth M. Collins. Endpaper map. (Great Stories 
of Canada) 


The Mounties deservedly rank high among the heroes of childhood. Here is an 
account of them—the history of the force (but not too much history) and graphic 
tales of some of their spectacular exploits, amongst which the tackling of Sitting 
Bull the Sioux, and the moving of the Assiniboines to a new reservation in 1882 are 
fully recounted. Both boys and girls from twelve to sixteen should find this an 
exciting addition to their library. 


HOW I BECAME A NURSING SISTER. Joan Morwyn. Nelson, $s. 1954. 
18$.cm. 112 pages. 8 half-tone and 8 line illustrations. Facsimile. Bibliography. 
(Enterprise Library) 


A book on nursing as a career which combines an account of the author’s own varied 
experience with details of training, working and social conditions in the nursing 
profession today. It is primarily designed for girls in their teens about to choose a 
career, whose parents also would be well advised to study it. 


SPEEDING INTO SPACE. Marie Neurath. Parrish, 7s.6d. cloth; 6s. boards. 
1954. 21} cm. 36 pages. Illustrations in colour. 


For boys from nine to twelve with a scientific bent here are some simple and brief 
notes on the theory of interplanetary travel. There are colourful pictorial diagrams 
illustrating some of the scientists’ speculations as to how a space-ship might visit 
distant worlds, with the aid of a space-station revolving between the earth and other 
planets. 





INDEX 
BRITISH BOOK NEWS 
1953 


An index to the Book List of British Book News for the twelve issues of 1953— 
listing titles, authors and subjects—is now ready, price 2s.6d. post free. Copies may 
be obtained direct from British Book News, 65 Davies Street, London, W.1. 
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In search of 


the Sudan. . . 


As the Editor of Book Window 
pointed out recently, anyone looking 
for books on the Sudan might search 
a long time before unearthing ‘*‘ No 
Woman’s Country ’—but for B.N.B. 
Or take “ Horned Moon”. Not the 
obvious title to look for if you’re 
interested in Pakistan, or Kashmir, 
or Afghanistan. Yet in B.N.B. 
you'll find it under any one of these 
three subject-headings. 

B.N.B’s. detailed subject-classifica- 
tion makes it possible to find all 
British books from 1950 onwards, on 
any subject, in a matter of seconds, 
Public, university and special lib- 
rarians find B.N.B. indispensable, 
while more and more booksellers are 
discovering its advantages. It ap- 
pears regularly each week, with an 
author-title-subject index once a 
month; and there are four Cumula- 
tions a year, the last being the cloth- 
bound Annual Volume, recording 
and classifying every book and 
pamphlet published during the year, 
“* Unreserved praise must be given to this 
project, and to the bibliographers responsible 
for its production. Far too few booksellers 
realise how immeasurably superior it is to 
anything similar in any country in the world.” 


—F, Seymour Smith, F.L.A., Editor, “* The 
Book Window.” 
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